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Gradiather's Christinas SUOty. 


HE Christmas feast was over; the 
many gifts had been distributed to 
the various members of the family 

who had gathered under the home roof, 
and the bright winter day was fast draw- 
ing to a close. Having arrived at the 
dignity of grandfather { had taken my- 
self from the well-filled 
board to the sitting-room 
to await the hour for the 
reassembling of that 
household band to in- 
dulge in a fitting close 
to so pleasant an occa- 
sion. 

From dining-reom and 
kitchen came ripples of 
laughter, snatches of song 
and a babel of female 
voices, of those who 
were helping ‘‘ mother” 
to put things to rights 
after the grand dinner. 
The sound was music to 
me, for those who were 
making merry together 
were all my own, who 
had come with their 
husbands to wish their 
father and mother a 
‘Merry Christmas” and 
bring good cheer to their 
declining days. From 
the barncame the sterner 
voices of men who had 
volunteered to help 
“Charlie,” my oldest 
son, look after the stock, 
and do up the chores, 
the sooner to gather for 
the evening frolic. The 
wind whistled through 
the forest and swept 
the moor, but this com- 
mingling of sounds from within and with- 
out filled my soul with a thrill of pleas- 
ure, and brought the scenes of my youth 
vividly before me. 

I sat in my easy chair by the fire-place, 
and through the gathering fantastic 
frost pictures on the panes I watched 
the sun, hanging low in the heavens, as 
it sank slowly to rest. As I sat there, 
half dreaming, there came a rush of tipy 
feet, a burst of childish laughter, and 
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my grandchildren had surrounded me/| go away, if you don’t tell us a story, to 


and | was a prisoner. 


Merry Hal, with curling auburn locks 


and roguish eye, cunning Bess, with 
dimpled cheeks and golden ringlets, and 
the more subdued hazle-eyed Sue, 


crowded around me, and as I folded them 
in my arms and imprinted a kiss on each 
pair of ruby lips, I said: 
‘Well, my little darlings, what is it ?” 
‘A story; a real story, a Christmas 





story,” they shouted together. 
“What your old grandfather turn 
story teller? What put that into your 


heads ?” I asked, hoping to gain time to 
think of something I had not already told 
them, for I knew they were there to 
listen and I to tell. 

‘“Now grandpa,” said Sue, ‘‘ you have 
told us lots of pretty stories and we may 
not come here again for a long, long 
time, and I guess you'll be aorry we 


ce 


think that you didn’t.” 
Sue was the spokesman of the trio, 
but the others took up her pleading and 


| added: 


** Yes, grandpa, you'll be awfully sorry.” 

Could I resist such entreaties? Not I, 
so gathering Bess and Sue to my side, 
with an arm around each, and with Hal 
at my feet, I said: 

‘So you would like a real Christmas 
story? Well, you shall 
have one, and it shall be 
about a cold. winters 
night just like this, 
when I was a lad about 
twelve years old, and 
had not the comforts 
which you have. 

‘‘When I was of the 
age just mentioned, my 
father moved his fam- 
ily to the northern part 
of New Hampshire some 
seventy-five miles from 
where he was born and 
had always lived, and 
buying a lot of wood- 
land proceeded to build 
a log house and clear 
up his land after the 
manner of the settlers 
of those days. I recollect 
we made the journey on 
horseback ; mother and I 
on one horse and father 
on another together with 
what few articles of 
clothing, blankets, axes, 
guns, etc., we pos- 
sessed. The smaller arti- 
cles we carried in our 
pockets, and we were 
all pretty well loaded 
down. It was a long, 
tiresome journey, and we 
were about a week in 
making it, stopping as 
we did at the homes of other settlers wa 
found scattered along the route, to rest 
and sleep. 

‘We reached what was to be our home 
late in the fall, and thanks to our near- 
est neighbor, who lived several miles 
away, our log house was soon up, the 
cracks chinked with clay, some rude 
furniture made, and we were at home 
Game was plenty, so we had no fear of 
starving, and as soon as we were settled 
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in our new house father returned to the 
settlement with the horses we had bor- 
rowed for the occasion, taking with him 
our neighbor’s horse upon which to make 
his homeward trip. He brought many 
little things which we would need, among 
others a little rifle for me, with which 
to shoot the small game that came around 
the house, apparently not frightened at 
our intrusion. 

Well, after we were living comfort- 
ably in our log hut, father began to 
clear away the forest, both mother and 
I helping in the way of cutting and pil- 
ing up the brush. Thus matters went 
on until Christmas day. How well I 
remember it. It was cold and dreary 
and the snow came thick and fast. After 
the chores had been done about the house 
father said he would go out and work 
awhile in the outer edge of the lot, just for 
exercise, and taking his gun and axe dis- 
appeared into the woods. 

During the day mother busied herself 
about her household duties, but when 
twilight began to gather and father did 
not return she began to grow anxious as 
I could see by her going to the door quite 
often and peering in the direction he had 
gone. Once she reached for her heavy 
shawl, as if she would go after him, as 
he had never stayed away so late unless 
we were with him. 

Just as it was growing too dark to dis- 
tinguish objects, although early in the 
afterncon, the snow ceased falling and 
the wind died away until there seemed 
to be a deathlike stillness outside. Sud- 
denly there sounded through the forest 
a low wail followed by a dismal howl, 
and growing louder and louder it echoed 
and re-echoed about our home. My 
mother started from her chair, clasped 
her hands and almost shrieked : 

“Wolves !? : 

Yes, the wolves, which before had not 
been thought of, were about us; but 
father !—We dared not think of him. Had 
he been destroyed, and thirsting for more 
blood had they come fer us? It would 
have been certain death had we at- 
tempted to reach the house of our neigh- 
bor, and rapidly regaining her self pos- 
session, mother turned to me and said: 

“Harold, my son, bar the door, and 
bring me my rifle. Take yours and we 
will fight for our lives.” 

I needed no other injunction, but 
sprang to the door and thrust the huge 
oaken bar into its place, securing that 

ortion of the house at least ; but the win- 

ows, of which there were two, ceuld 
offer but little resistance against the ap- 
proaching enemy. Not thinking of an at- 
tack by wild animals father had neglected 
to provide more than ordinary windows, 
without bars or shutters, and even these 
were a luxury which not every settler had. 
What were frail windows to a horde of 
ravenous wolves ? 


I brought the rifles as directed, at that 
early age little realizing the impending 
danger, but I knew it must be something 
out of the ordinary. I soon learned we 
were to guard the windows, and I ex- 
amined and loaded my treasure with care 
that it might not fail me. While I was 
fastening the door and bringing the rifles 
mother brought in an axe from the shed 
room, standing it near her window to use 
if necessary. 

Nearer and nearer came the dismal 
howling and stronger became mother’s 
grasp upon her rifle, while the biood fled 
from her cheeks as she silentiy stood at 
her post striving to appear calm before 
me. 





I stood at my station listening to 
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the approaching sounds, and thus we 
waited. 

With a burst of rage the mob of fiends 
came rushing through the woods, and 
scenting their prey dashed against the 
door with a shock that made it quiver. 
With the first onslaught two rifles were 
thrust out from loop holes near the win- 
dows and two bullets found their way 
into the seething pack. Shot after shot 
was poured into them at short range, and 
every shot told. We did not need to aim. 
We could almost touch them as they 
sprang against the house. When one 
was hit and its warm blood gushed forth, 
with a fierce snarl its companions fell 
upon it. We could plainly hear the 
crunching of bones as it was eaten by the 
gaunt, starving brutes. This gave us 
time to reload and as soon as we had 
finished, bang! would go our rifles once 
more. 

As I was looking from my window a 
sceno met my view that rooted me to the 
spot; my heart seemed to stop beating; 
I could move neither hand nor foot; I 
tried to cry out but my tongue seemed 
palsied. A huge wolf had raised himself 
on his hind legs, and resting his fore legs 
on my window ledge, with his savage 
head pressed against the glass, his wicked 
eyes looked into mine, holding me spell 
bound where I stood. Mother heard my 
stifled cry and saw the wolf at the same 
instant. Levelling her rifle the bullet 
went straight to the mark but in its 
flight the window was broken, and the 
howling, surging mass threw themselves 
against it. So frail a structure could not 
stand such pressure and it fell from its 
fastenings to the floor. But no wolf 
came through the aperture, although 
many attempted it, for with sinews of 
iron mother delt terrific blows with the 
axe as often as a head or body appeared. 
Luckily the window was small but large 
enough to admit the body of a wolf could 
a foot-hold once be gained, but how long 
could she continue that unequal.warfare ? 

Blows were intermingeld with howls, 
and the blood ran from the window ledge 
in streams. Thick and fast she rained 
her blows upon the infuriated animals as 
they sprang to the opening with bloody 
jaws, glaring eyes and glistening fangs. 
I did not dare to fire as I might hit 
mother, and as I was powerless to render 
assistance, I had nothing to do but grow 
frightened, not until then fully realizing 
our danger. When her strength was be- 
ginning to fail and I was getting almost 
too frightened to stand, we heard the 
sound of firing without and suddenly it 
became as light as day. Shouts, rifle 
shots and howls were heard and we knew 
that assistance was near. The battle 
raged fiercely for a short time, followed 
by another silence. Then I heard my 
father’s voice bidding me to open the 
door. I flew to it, threw it open, and he 
clasped me in his arms, then turned to 
mother, who fell fainting in his embrace. 
She had fought valiantly while nerved 
for battle, but the danger being passed 
she fell from sheer exhaustion. 

And how came we to be saved? After 
father had finished his work he went to 
our neighbor’s house, where he remained 
until after dinner, and upon his return 
our neighbor accompanied him. They 
started early enough but the distance 
was long and the snow deep. When ap- 
preaching they heard the sound of our 
rifles and hastened forward as rapidly 
as possible. Upon coming to the edge of 
our clearing and seeing our situation they 
set fire to a large pile of dry brush, which 
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had the partial effect of frightening 
wolves away, aided by their rifles. — 
was some time before the brush burne 
brightly on account of the snow, but it 
did at last and we were saved. + 
Father fixed upthe window witha pie 
of slab wood and we had an evening « 
thanksgiving and rejoicing. Our neigh- 
bor stayed all night, but the wolves did 
not return, nor did they trouble us much 
after that—although at times we could 
hear them howling at a distance. Mother 
soon rallied from her exhaustion and were 
she living she would gladly tell her great- 
grandchildren how she battled with the 
wolves on that dreary Christmas night? 
Tis 
- G. D. fli 
——4oo—__——__ + 
A Chat With the Boys. By 
Come boys, draw up your chairs around 
my table and let us chat together. This 
chilly November evening brings you 
in early, and the ruddy glow on you 
faces, tells me that you have been i 
dulging in some game which requires 
exertion. The old but trite saying “AN 
work and no play makes Jack a dull boy 
is all right, but let me give you its oppo- 
site: all play and no work makes Jack— 
what? I will tell you. It makes him a 
burden. Is that too strong ? Well, I have 
no desire to modify it, but I will explain. 
it so I think you will all understand it, 
and keep you from being burdens. 
It is true all boys@vere made to pla: 
more or less; some cannot because of in= 
curable deformities; others do not, be- 
cause they have no desire, but in gener 
the class to which I refer is well repre- 
sented by the group before me; rugged; 
strong, healthy boys. fz 
Each season in the year has its pleas- 
ures for you: marbles, kites, baseball, 
crickets, football, lacrosse, tennis, boat- 
ing, hockey, I-spy, tag, coasting, skating, 
and innumerable lists of minor games 
and pastimes which you all undoubtedly 
enjoy. I know you enjoy them. Who 
does not, who is able? But in the midst 
of all these ever changing pleasures did 
you ever stop long enough to ask this 
question : ‘‘ What can I do to help mother 
before I go out to my mates?’ Your 
mother is your best friend. She it Is 
who looks after your welfare at all times; 
thinks of you while you are in school or at 
play, and prays for you while you sleep: 
Can you not in a measure repay her tho 
many kindnesses in which she shows her 
love for you, and the many weary yet 
willing steps she takes for you when 
burdened with her own household cares ? 
Mother’s pleasures are few, while yours: 
are many, but you can save her those 
weary steps and share your pleasures 
with her. . 
Don’t you see how it can be done? 
Very easily. In the morning, instead of) 
seizing your cap and darting from the 
house as soon as you have finished your 
breakfast, 




















see that the wood-box and) 
coal-hod are sufficiently full to last d 
ing the day. If there is water to bh 
drawn for washing ask her to let you d 
it while she rests, and when you are 
home from school again do not relate 
your grievances to her; leave them out- 
side of the family circle. sh 
her if there are any little tasks for you 
perform, or any errands to do. At nig 
when you have all gathered around the 
family table, after the dishes have been 
put away ask if you may not read to her; 
some interesting story, or from ‘ Plain 


Talk.” Perhaps if she is not too busy 
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_ she ask you to perform a task do it will- 
ingly and at once. Did you ever think 
of the thousand and one times you have 
- comé rushing in for mother to take a 
_ stitch in your ball; a 5 for your kite 
or what not; little kindnesses which 
mother can only grant, and which must 
needs be attended to immediately ? Well, 
boys, the same rule applies when she asks 
- aftavor. She asks nothing unreasonable, 
and when she does ask you to perform 
some light task she does not exhibit im- 
- patience at your delay, but she sorrows 
- inwardly, and many times quietly per- 
forms the duty herself, you having for- 
~ gotten it through neglecting to do it when 
bidden. Another point. Be kind and 
entlemanly to all. If you are cross and 
fretful, fault-finding and discourteous, 
everything about you will be at sixes and 
sevens. 
Do you see now what I mean by all 
play and no work? If you do not, and 
~ go on with your sports without a thought 
_ of mother, father, sister or brother, you 
will soon become a burden, and will 
eventually be isolated from those of your 
- mates who are ready to lend to others a 
- helping hand. 
If you will consider these few points, 
boys, you will find your pleasures doubled 
in the consciousness of having at least at- 
_ tempted to make those around you happy. 
_ Now is the time to make and keep good 
- resolutions, now, while you are young, 
and by following the rules you adopt, 
it will soon become a part of your nature 
to show these little courtesies, and you 
will grow to manhood honored by all. 
_ Good-night, boys, I did not intend 
preaching so long to you, but I did it for 
mother’s sake, and if you treat her with 
the respect and courtesy due her, I shall 
not worry about your treatment of others. 
That will come of itself. Please do not 
_ think that I consider you the only ones 
Who transgress the little laws of home. 








JT hope none of you do; but I know some 
_ boys who do, and I am sorry to say some 
girls, too, and before long I shall call 
_ them into my den here and talk to them 
__ as I have to you. UNCLE ABNER. 


Games and Vastimes.ie: 


—————————————————EEE————— 
~ Contributions for this department solicited from all 
_ readers. 
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The December Word-Hunt. 


The word selected for the next word- 
building contest is ORIENTAL. 

Note this particularly: Hereafter all 
‘prize papers must be sent to Geo. D. 
Thomas, 14 High St., Waltham, Mass., 
_ who is to have charge of this contest. 
The rules governing the contest are as 


follows : 
: 1. Only subscribers can compete, but any one may 
‘send their subscription in with their list of words. 
2. Proper names will not be allowed and oy words 
found in the body of Webster's Unabridged Dictionary, 
which will be considered a final authority in deciding 
all disputed points. 
3. Prefixes, suffixes and abbreviations will not be 
counted, nor will plurals be allowed. 
4. Words marked “ obsolete” will not be connted, un- 
less they are still current in some one of their mean- 





count as one word, 
6 Words of same meaning, but spelled differently, 
mnt one word for each spelling, unless one is obso- 


ee 8. AU lists must_be written in ink (or on a e 
ic ter) and must be alphabetically arranged, heh Hi 
 §. The full name and address of the contestant muat 
‘be written at the top of the first sheet, and also the 
word used as the basisof the contest. . 

10. 1n case of a close contest, the number of errors 
and the general neatness of the work will be taken into 
consideration in awarding the prizes. 

_ The contest will close January 10th, 
“Sat ee 
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and the result will be announced in the 
February issue. 

The first prize will be any two of our 
premium books, to be selected by the 
winner; the second and third prizes: 
each, one of the premium books. 

In the contest ending Nov. 15th, the 
word being Vocabulary, the prizes are 
awarded as follows: 

First to J. W. Falkner, Freeport, Pa., 
129 correct words. 

Second to Albert Pennell, West Gray, 
Maine, 127 correct words. 

Third to Jennie E. McCall, Parkman, 
Ohio, 126 correct words. 

Other excellent lists were sent in with 
correct words as follows: Mrs. B. F. 
Murdock, Cooperstown, N. Y. 124 words; 
Fred R. Grenny, Brantford, Ont., 123 
words; Mrs. T. N. McClelland, Lexing- 
ton, Ky., 121 words; while Belle Bab- 
cock, Malvern, Ark., C. C. Harris, Wind- 
ham, Vt., and Bertha Valentine, New 
Douglas, Ill., were tied for seventh place 
with 116 words each. 

—_——_—__ 4 e@—___—_- 

The word-building contest was quite 
close last month and considerable interest 
was manifested. That’s good. Keep it 
up. There seems to be some lists still 
which are carelessly written, and to such 
an extent that some of the words were 
illegible. Under the circumstances such 
words were crossed out, even though they 
might have been correct. Below is given 
a few simple rules, which all contestants 
may follow, which will not only improve 
the looks of some of the lists but it will 
materially aid in looking them over. 

1. Write only on one side of the sheet. 

2. Use the size of paper called Packet 
note, about 5 3-4 by 8 3-4; it can be pro- 
cured at any stationery store. 

3. Don’t crowd too many words on a 
page. In packet note size make three 
columns to a page, and don’t write be- 
tween the lines. 

4, Begin each word with a _ capital 
letter. 

5. Use a Webster's unabridged dic- 
tionary as much as possible. 

6. Don’t fasten the sheets together. 
Number them. 

It is not required that these rules be 
followed; they are simply suggested, but 
it is hoped the suggestion may not be 
overlooked. 

There has been considerable written 
about obsolete words. Remember this. 
A word marked “obsolete” cannot be 
used, but sometimes a word so marked 
has more than one definition. If so the 
definition not marked ‘‘ obsolete” may 
be used. Again, a word marked “obs. 
or prov. Eng.” may be used, because 
many of these words are retained and 
used in different parts of the country. 

Single letters will be marked out. 
They are not words although used as 
such; the article ‘‘a” pronoun “I” and 
interjection ‘‘0,” strictly speaking can- 
not be counted as words. 

Not many use them in their lists, but 
this is for the benefit of those who do. 

Do not omit numbers. The lists are 
carefully looked over, and such errors 
noted. Another point: Do not repeat 
words. In one of last month’s lists on 
“Stenography,” one list had 34 words 
repeated. It must have been an error in 
copying. 

Miss Lillie D. Murphy, of Westerly, 
R. I. sends a pretty list with the definition 
of each word. This is not necessary, but 
it showed great care in preparation. 

The above suggestions, clipped and 
kept at hand. may be of service in making 
up the next lists, 





, Provide about a foot square of brass ar 
Iron wire gauze, of the fineness of thirty 
meshes to the square inch; lower the 
gauze upon the flame of a wax candle, 
Which will not rise through the meshes, 
but in its place will be the inflammable 
smoke from the flame; apply to this a 
piece of lighted paper, and it will be 
kindled, and the candle will burn with 
flame above and beneath the gauze. In 
this case’ the gauze so cools the flame as 
to extinguish it; and upon this principle 
is constructed the ‘“‘ Davy Safety Lamp,” 
used in coal mines, in which the light is 
surrounded with wire gauze. To vary 
this experiment, place a bit of camphor 
in the centre of such a piece of wire 
gauze, and hold it over the flame of a 
candle or lamp, when the vapor of the 
camphor will burn brightly upon the 
lower surface of the gauze, but can not 
rise through it. Thus the camphor lies 
upon the gauze in an uninflamed state, 
though it is sufficiently heated to yield 
inflaminable vapor to feed the flame be- 
neath. 

————_+ee 


Sleight of Hand Tricks. 


How to Eat a Tallow Candle.—Make an 
imitation candle stub ofapiece of apple. 
The wick, made of almond meat, will 
burn for a few seconds. 

To Make a Ring Hang by a Burned 
Thread.—Tie a small ring to a_ short 
thread soaked in common salt water. 
Being lighted, the thread will burn to 
ashes, and still sustain the ring. 

How to Put an Egg into a Small- 
Necked Bottle.-—By steeping an egg in 
vinegar for some time it can be made pli- 
able enongh to be stuffed into a bottle. 
Then restore the egg to its natural shape 
by pouring water into bottle. 

To Tell a Card Thought Of.—Lay out 
21 cards in 1 piles of 7 cards each, put- 
ting down one card at a time. Let some 
one choose a card, telling you simply 
which pileitisin. That pile take into your 
hands, placing one pile above it and one 
below it. Deal and gather up the cards 
twice more in the same manner. Then 
the eleventh card will be the one chosen. 
ee 

Magical Colors. 

Put half a teaspoonful of syrup of 
violets and thiee tablespoonfuls of water 
into a glass, stir them well together 
with a stick, and put half the mixture 
into another glass. If you add a few 
drops of acid of vitriol into one of the 
glasses, and stir it, it will be changed 
into a crimson. Put a few drops of 
fixed alkali, dissolved, into another glass, 
and when you stir it it will change to 
green, If you drop slowly into the 
green liquor from the side of the glass 
a few drops of acid of vitriol, you will 
perceive crimson at the bottom, purple in 
the middle, and green at the top; and 
by adding a little fixing alkili, dissolved, 
to the other glass, the same colors will 
appear in different order. 
+++ 


-s Riddles. 


As I looked out of my beautiful window, 
I dropped my beautiful ring ; 

I saw the dead carry the living. 
And wasn’t that a wonderful thing! 

















There was a man of Adam’s race, ‘ 
He had a certain dwelling place; 
Tt wasn’t on the rock, nor on the main, 
Nor on the earth, nor on na coma 
t wasn’t in Heaven, nor yet In —~,, 
Nor on the earth where Christians dwell, 
And all ye people of good fame, 
Tell me whig that man was, or What’s his name, 


Inwood, N. X- 
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Ladies’ Department. 


Edited b 
ited from all. 


REBECCA SUNSHINE. Contributions solic- 
Address in care of PLAIN TALK. 
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Fashion Notes. 


Sash ribbons, fringed and plain sashes 
of Surah silk, and broad velvet ribbons, 
are worn with all costumes, either in 
same shade or in contrast. 

Black is worn perseveringly, among 
all the temptations of colored costumes. 
Elegant materials are shown, with raised 
designs that beautify the smooth surface 
of satin, velvet, and several stuffs. 


Felt hats of large size are selected. 
Ostrich feathers constitute the trimming, 
and contrasts of the severest kind are 
permitted in the color arrangement. Sim- 
plicity and richness of effect are aimed 
at in bonnets and hats. 


The Ursuline cloak inclines to popu- 
larity on first introduction. It is of soft, 
thick camel’s hair, in black or dark 
shades, without trimming, except the 
‘friar’s girdle” around the waist. It 
is modeled after the garment worn by 
nuns, and is beautiful and comfortable. 


Plaids are prettier than ever. They 
do not bear gg very cordially, and 
when worn by a tall, slight person, it is 
absolutely necessary to ‘“‘break the 
figure” by taking up the front of the 
overskirt in a manner to give it a bias 
effect. Stripes must be treated accord- 
ing to the figure that wears them. 


Of dress skirts much may be said. 
Foundation linings with one steel, placed 
twenty-one inches below the belt, should 
be used with most materials. The rule 
for graduating the fullness is, narrow 
fronts, slightly full sides and gathered 
backs. The draping may be somewhat 

lain, or as full as the figure will allow. 
treet and house costumes vary little, 
although it is always wise to wear the 
bright colors at home, and reserve sub- 
dued shades for the street. 


Sleeves are the crowning glory of a 
costume. One of the prettiest is half- 
loose to elbow, with an inner, tight, 
detachable sleeve coming to wrist. It 
displays neither ruching nor cuff, but is 
finished with exquisite neatness, and 4 
circlet of gold completes the charm. 
Puffings push themselves forward; and 
passementeries, cords, folds, and a 
hundred other devices, are used to make 
the bodice the principal feature of a 
dress. The contrasts of combination 
robes are carried out in the plan of plain 
silks and wools, garnitured with bright 
velvets of absurdly pretty contrast. 
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Some Christmas Gifts. 


A unique bangle-board is made of a 
pretty ear of pop-corn. Gild the ear, 
screw in four or five brass hooks, and at 
each end fasten a bow of narrow yellow 
ribbon or a chain, for hanging. 

A gift highly appreciated by genile- 
men is a pen-cleaner of the following 
description: Procure a fancy Majolica 
vase, about three inches in height and 
1 1-2 inches in diameter; fill with No. 4 
shot. This is excellent for cleaning pens, 
always ready for use, convenient and 
neab. 

A unique pin cushion is a dainty white 
rabbit. Cut from a Butterick’s pattern, 
indicate the mouth with red silk floss, 
make whiskers and eye-winkers of white 
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cotton, sew on pink beige beads for eyes, 
and line the ears with pink tissue paper 
or lawn. This makes quite a natural 
looking rabbit. 

A pretty letter case is made of common 
wooden picnic plates, which are to be 
had at the book-stores. Cut a plate 
through the middle, with an inward 
curve. Fasten this half on to a whole by 
gluing along the outer edges, thus form- 
ing a deep, circular pocket. Gild the 
whole and decorate by painting a bunch 
of white daisies on the upper and lower, 
diagonally opposite, sides of the case. If 


the maker is not sufficiently skillful with. 


the brush to paint, the case may be orna- 
mented with bright, transfer pictures, 
which are easily attached. 

A capital present for young ladies is a 
‘‘mystic album” or ‘‘him book.” It is 
an album containing about two ‘dozen 
sheets of paper, so folded that after 
being written upon, they may be sealed 
by means of strips of gummed paper, 
seals or stamps. ‘The author of the lines 
writes on the sheets, sealing the same 
and upon the outside writing his name, 
date when written and date when it is to 
be opened and read—after which the 
young lady again re-seals. So that the 
contents of the album, written exclu- 
sively by her friends of the sterner sex, 
remain a ‘‘ mystery” to all but herself. 
Sheets of writing paper six by eight 
inches are a convenient size for this pur- 
pose. Fold down the center, cross- ways, 
and then from that middle line tun 
down each corner of the sheet. Each 
half of the sheet thus folded gives a tri- 
angle; the full sheet folded, results in a 
square. In a like manner fold each sheet. 
Punch a small hole at each of two diag- 
onally opposite corners, through which 
run.a narrow ribbon, passing it across the 
paper, and fasten to the cover at each end 
with tiny bows. For the cover, take a 
piece of pasteboard six inches square, 
cover outside with garnet velvet or 
plush, and face or line it with pale pink 
satin. Tie together diagonally opposite 
corners, one with a pink, the other with 
a garnet ribbon. The cover may be orna- 
mented with a bit of embroidery, mono- 
gram, painting, etc., or it also looks well 
left perfectly plain. The album, when 
‘jed is, of course, triangular in shape. 
This is a tasty present for a young lady, 
which will afford her much mirth and 
enjoyment for the time being, and also 
in after years.—Anna Hinrichs. 
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The Touch of a Flower. 


One, two, three, four! Mr. S., the 
ship-builder, started from his seat at his 
office-table as the tall clock rang out the 
hours, closed the books that lay around 
him and crossed the room to an open win- 
dow, through which the breeze from the 
river came up to cool the warm air. The 
noise of aint iron and of workmen’s 
calls floated up to him from the great 
ship-yards below. His, all his—the piles 
of steel and copper—the unfinished hulks 
of many vessels—yes, even the great iron 
steamer so near completion, from whose 
sides resounded the blows of hammers. 
The workmen—a thousand or more—were 
his also, to work, to toil, to slave in 
winter’s cold and summer’s sun that his 
wealth might grow from great to greater 
year by year. What matter to him the 
noise and the heat? At the ship-yard 
gate his daughter waits in the carriage, 
and he would join her and roll awa 
swiftly from the tumult and unsightli- 


| ness to the coolness of the green parks. 


























Some one came in to ask a final 
der; in five minutes thus consumed Ge 
trude and the roses did their part. | 

“Thomas,” said she to the coachm 
as she waited in the open barouche, fe 
and sweet to see in her summer toil 
with the bunch of roses on her brez 
“can the men down there stop hamme 
ing if they’re awfully tired or warm’ 

“‘La, no, Miss!”? answered the coad 
man, with an amused smile. ‘‘ Its wo 
day in and day out steady, or no bre 
for ’em.” . 3 

Just then a tired looking workms 
came very near to the shining whee 
as he half staggered back to his pla 
among the others. Gertrude leaned fe 
ward, and before Thomas could ente 
a vigorous objection, her clear youn 
voice was saying: : 

‘‘T am so sorry you are tired! Wo 
you like my roses ?” 

The young girl unpinned the bun 
on her breast and held them, sweet 
fair, out to the bewildered man.  f 
took them with a muttered blessing. 

“Papa,” she said, a minute later, % 
they rolled away toward the bo 
vard; ‘‘ I’m thinking.” “g 

Mr. S. smiled back at the earnest fae 
raised towards his. 

‘“‘When we go to Newport’ she askes 
a minute later, ‘‘ what does Hays ¢ 
with all the flowers ?” 7 

“Tm sure, Gertrude, I can’t answ 
that; I suppose they bloom and die. B 
always has orders to keep up the how 
and grounds as well as if we were 
home. Are you thinking of any of ye 
pet plants now ?” : 

‘‘No; I was thinking how many mu 
be wasted in our garden. 0, pap 
could I—could I give them to the men 
Not I, you know, for I won’t be her 
but somebody. That man was so gla 
to get the roses to carry home!” os 

Then the whole little story came ow 

At first Mr. S. laughed and teased a 
called the whole thing impracticable, a 
surd, and told Gertrude to forget sue 
nonsense; she need not worry her brat 
about the workmen. But the days wen 
on, so did Gertrude’s pleading go 0 
with them. } 

“ Just let Hays cut the flowers he don’ 
really need, papa, and you get two 0 
three of those boys that run the erra 
to give them now and then to the m 
when we are away.” , 

‘““A pretty story for me to be gi 
my men bouquets !”? said Mr. S. 

Nevertheless, one day he did call Tin 
and Chips and Ben, three of the most Té 
liable dockboys in the yard, and se 
them up to the great house on the boul 
vard with distinct orders to carry 0! 
the wishes of Miss Gertrude. q 

Twice a week all that hot summer, — 
the tired workmen passed through # 
gates homeward, the three boys, W 
many a smile and joking word, “‘ gay 
out the flowers for Miss Gertrude,” &m 
many a blessing from lips unused t 
blessing fell on the head of the chil 
away by the sea. * 

People said those flowers worked won 
ders all that year. When the mutter 
ings of strikes and uproar ran | 
through the land, all was quietness am 
peace at the ship-yards. Perhaps ther 
floated the sweet incense of those sum 
mer roses to quiet troubled hearts. Th 
rich man himself learned the lesson a 
he watched the men start homewa 
with the bit of brightness they carriec 
He learned that all men, great or hun 
ble, rich or poor, can be helped to high 
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and nobler living: , 
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‘How to Do It.’’4e: 


i l contributions solicited for this page. Send 
shes, no matter how roan with descriptions, when 
ble, and illustrations will be made, 





y to Make a Cover for “ Plain Talk.” 
‘irst take two pieces of stiff card 
wd of any color, and cut them a little 
rer than a page of “‘ Plain Talk,” say 
quarter of an inch larger all around. 


om the left hand side of the front 
ace cut off about half an inch, and lay 
3 strip aside, but do not destroy it. 
w take a piece of cloth or leather for 
yack, and put it on so as to make the 
ht hand corners of both pieces even. 
his will leave about an inch more of 
wh on the top than on the bottom. 
w paste your strip on, and make the 
t hand edge of the bottom even with 
8 left edge of the strip. Now put in 
ir papers, and bore three holes through 
3 strip, right through the whole, and 
sp with an ordinary office paper or 
ter clasp. The cover may now be 




















orated to taste. This makes a good, 
mg and handy cover for any papers 
Magazines that might be otherwise 


or torn up. 
a E. J. PHILLIPS. 
oronto. s) 


AS Ae 
How to Walk Up-Stairs. 


professional athlete says that there 
) knack in climbing stairs easily. To 
ow the body forward, bending at the 
is, more than doubles the work. The 
ight of the body is a load that the 
iscles cf the legs and back must carry, 
| they can carry it easiest if the centre 
gravity is kept directly above. Bend- 
* forward imposes on the muscles of 
trunk the unnecessary task of keep- 
the load from pitching forwaird. 
is is like carrying a load at arm’s 
rth, instead of on the shoulder, or on 
head, as many Europeans carry bur- 
s The gentleman gives this advice 
stair-climbers : ‘‘ Do not lean forward ; 
not hurry; do not spring from stair 
per; step firmly, leisurely, and stand 
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How Iron Chains Are Made. 


‘It is safe to say that there is not a boy, 
with eyesight, who has not seen an 
iron chain, perhaps only a common dog- 
chain, or perhaps the great chains from 
which _Ship’s anchors are suspended. 
There is nothing striking about a chain 
except as an emblem of strength, but to 
the ordinary boy there is a mystery 
about the method of manufacture which 
this article from the Pittsburg Dispatch 
Rae ue, } 

‘The first operation is the making of 
the links. The material comes in ile 
each containing from eighty to one 
hundred and twenty feet of round iron 
rod, which is of uniform diameter and of 
various size, corresponding to the differ- 
ent styles of chains. 

“‘A piece of this wire is placed in the 
groove of a powerful machine, the wheel 
is started, a twisting motion imparted 
and the iron comes forth in a spiral roll, 
looking as the outer strand of a rope 
might if separated from the component 
parts. 

“The groove into which the iron is 
pressed, and the spindle-like arrange- 
ment about which the coil is formed, 
make the coil exactly uniform through- 
out, the links being the same distance 
apart and of the same size. The machine 
does its work rapidly; but little time is 
consumed in converting the eighty or 
ed feet of rod into shape for chain 
inks. 

“The next step in the manufacture of 
a chain is the cutting of the links. The 
spiral coil goes from the hand of the 
first workman to another who places it 
in a long sheet-iron trough, suspended 
as high as a man’s head, one end being 
lower than the other. 

‘One end of the coil is then submitted 
to the operations of the cutting machine, 
which at a single blow, strikes off enough 
of it for a chain link. The machine is 
regular and rapid in its motion. The 
workman has only to hold the iron in 
position, and from two hundred to two 
hundred and seventy-five links are cut 
every minute. They drop into a spout, 
and roll therefrom into a small cart, 
which is hauled away when full to the 
welding department. 

“So far, all the work has been done 
without the agency of heat, but the chain 
cannot be completed without the agency 
of fire. The final operation is welding 
the links together. Standing beside a 
furnace in which a natural-gas fire is 
blazing, the workman seizes a piece of 
the white-hot metal with his tongs, places 
it on a die, and, putting his foot on a 
treadle, causes a spring hammer to 
descend, giving shape to the link. 

“Tyo other turns and two more blows 
of the hammer, and the link is com- 
pletely formed and welded together. An- 
other piece is then taken from the fire and 
the open end deftly slipped around the 
link just formed. It is then operated upon 
just as the first link was—another is 
added, then another; the chain is grow- 
ing rapidly—so fast, indeed, that two 
feet or more of it has been finished before 
the red glow has died out of the first link 
welded. 

“Of the small chain, which the work- 
man is now making, the welding of three 
thousand links is considered a good day’s 
work. More can be made of a smaller size 
and less of a larger. It is hot and noisy 


work.” 
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Ice-cream may taste good, but it’s cold 
comfort after all.—Boston Star. 
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President Harrison. 

President Harrison is very fond of 
bric-a-brac. In his house in Indianapo- 
lis he has a very rare collection, among 
which are some very valuable Greek and 
Roman coins. He also keeps a_ scrap- 
book in which he has a copy of all the 
speeches he has ever made. This scrap- 
book was very useful when General Lew 
Wallace was compiling his autobiog- 
raphy. 

o> ——___ 


+ 
The First United States Greenback. 


Edward Slocum, ef New Richmond, 
Michigan, is reported to be in possession 
of the first legal tender greenback one- 
dollar note struck off and issued by the 
United States. It is dated August 1, 
1862, marked series A, No. 1. Mr. Slo- 
cum was a soldier in the army and the 
bill in question was paid to him by the 
paymaster as part of his wages as a boy 
in blue. The greenbacks were a novelty 
to the ‘“‘boys” at that time, the men 
having previously been paid off in gold 
and silver coin. In looking over his bills 
Slocum noted that he had No. 1, and he 
put it away carefully, determined to pre- 
serve it. It has never passed from his 
possession since, having on his return 
home been placed in a bank safe for se- 
curity. Many times its face value would 
not purchase it, Slocum being deter- 
mined that it shall descend as an heir- 
loom in his family. 

~~ 40 — 


The Gold Dollar. 


‘Almost all of our gold dollars are 
being used for purposes of adornment, 
and their fate as a medium of exchange 
has long been sealed,” said an official of 
the Philadelphia mint a few days ago. 
“We are coining only about 5,000 per 
year for monetary circulation, and this 
small amount is meant by the Treasury 
Department to be merely for the purpose 
of keeping enough on hand to make 
change in paying depositors of gold bul- 
lion. If it were not for this, pee 
the coinage of gold dollars would be sus- 
pended. If we coin 1,000,000 gold dol- 
lars annually the demand would not be 
satisfied. A few days ago we received a 
letter from a man living in Cincinnati 
who wanted 100 gold dollars. We an- 
swered that we could not grant his re- 
quest. He then wrote to the Secretary 
of the Treasury, at Washington, and the 
letter was referred to the Director of the 
Mint, James P. Kimball, who wrote to 
the gentleman at Cincinnati that he could 
not be accommodated. Director Kimball 
has officially notified us by letter that 
the same coinage of gold dollars should 
be distributed from the mint here with 
care, not to allow them to pass into the 
hands of manufacturers for mutilation 
incidental to conversion into articles of 
adornment.”—Philadelphia Record. 

Cafarrh Cured. 

A clergyman, after years of suffering 
from that Joathsome disease Catarrh, 
and vainly trying every known remedy, 
at last found a prescription which com- 
pletely cured and saved him from death. 
Any sufferer from this dreadful disease 
sending a self-addressed stamped en- 
velope to Prof. J. A. Lawrence, 83 Warren 
Street, New York, will receive the recipe 
free of charge. 
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Secretary’s Report. 

There is nothing of special importance 
for me to report this month, but, with 
the other officers, I have noticed with 
pleasure the interest which the Associa- 
tion is now creating among those inter- 
ested in Archaeology. 

The good work has begun; now let 
it be kept up until scores have been added 
to our number. 

I have ordered a quantity of note- 
heads printed, and these the officers will 
receive in due time for use as officers of 
the Association ; should any of the mem- 
bers desire them, they can be had from 
the Secretary at a low price. 

I hope before the end of the month to 
make arrangements by which the Con- 
stitution and By-Laws can be printed and 
mailed to each member. 

My remarks in the last number re- 
garding dues have been prolific of good 
results, as nearly all have now paid-up. 
If the others fail to remit before Decem- 
ber 20th, I shall have to report their 
names as being dropped. 

Following is a list of 

NEW MEMBERS. 

No. 23.—Melvin G. Fuller, No. 6 Cutler 
St.. Worcester, Mass. 

No. 24.—Robert W. Curtis, Stratford, 
Conn. 

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 

L. V. McWhorter, Berlin, W. Va., 
References: Prof. J. H. G. Wilson, Ber- 
lin, W. Va., W. B. Moorison, P. M., Ber- 
lin, W. Va. 

Austin E. Bush. Scranton. Pa. Refer- 
ences: A. F. Berlin, J. R. Nissley. 

Richard O’F lynn, 244 Front St., Wor- 
cester, Mass. References: E. J. Rock- 
wood, T. A, Dickinson, Worcester. Mass. 

Fred. Rowell, 95 Atlantic St., Stam- 
ford, Conn. References: D. J. Sanford, 
Edward Miller, Stamford, Conn. 

L. W. Bigelew, Simsbury. Conn. Ref- 
erences: G. L. Fancher, W.S. Holcombe. 

If no objections are received to the per- 
sons in the foregoing list before January 
first, they will then be entitled to mem- 
bership upon payment of dues. 

ALVAH DAVISON. Secretary. 
LEE AS: 
Archaeological Talk. 

A few words in the columns of ‘' Plain 
Talk,” in reference to the article by our 
Librarian, may perhaps interest its 
Archaeological readers. Mr. Perkins, it 
appears, does not understand me. I said 
in my former communication, in answer 
to Mr. Harper, that broken objects might 
or should be repaired. No collector to 
my mind commits a wrong who carefully 
repairs his broken implements. But he 
who wilfully, caused by ignorance, re- 
chips or repoints his broken objects, or 
in any way so changes them that they do 
not look like the original, commits an 
archaeological sin which never can be 
forgiven: and is a vandal who should be 
compelled to give up what he has to some 
person fit to care for such objects. 

The collector who restores the lost part 
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or parts of a broken specimen with ma- 
terial foreign to it has an excuse to offer 
in that he is not changing the original, 
but adding its lost part, to show what the 
object was when perfect. After having 
completed his restoration is he sure it is 
a copy of the original? Rarely. If he is 
not sure, then the restoration is theore- 
tical; being theoretical it is wrong, and. 
if wrong, should not be attempted; and 
he who attempts this innocently, connives 
at fraud, in that he attempts to have his 
relic appear just as perfect as when it 
came from the hands of its aboriginal 
maker. 

This person will say to you,” How can 
this restoration do harm? I know which 
part is restored, and it is in my own cabi- 
net.”?> So far good; but a time is surely 
coming when it will enter some other 
persons collection. This person, because 
it has been so nicely restored, may think 
it a perfect implement, and there com- 
mences the harm. My experience has 
been that those who restore their objects, 
rarely, if ever, tell others. 

I see no wrong, no washing and clean- 
ing objects: but it is an excellent idea 
to mark down in some book kept for the 
purpose the kind of soil in which an 
object has been discovered. The depth and 
soil from which an implement has been 
taken has often to do with its age. Most 
of my readers are no doubt aware that 
on the surface and deep down under it 
have been found implements of stone in 
conditions indicating that man dwelt here 
during the great ice age, which it is sup- 
posed covered the greater part of North 
America, 80,000 to 150,000 years ago. 
Rather a hoary antiquity; but scientists 
go back even farther than that, and cla'm 
that in Europe, in caves, have been dis- 
covered evidences proving that man dwell 
there 250,000 years ago. Time nor 
space allows me to tell the story of these 
wonderful finds. 

Yes, our country is being flooded with 
spurious relics, and it requires care and 
knowledge, not to be duped. I have 
lately heard of a pipe-maker plying his 
trade in Virginia. He offered his wares 
to me, but I took no notice of his offers. 
Allow me here also to inform my readers 
that the stations from which were taken 
the beautiful Oregon arrow points are 
exhausted. This I have from the very 
best authority living right there. Such 
fancy prices are now being offered by 
tourists, that it will be no surprise to me 
to hear of some ayy having started in 
their manufacture. Go slow when you 
want to buy Oregon points, and buy none 
unless well authenticated. 

Arrow-heads are easily made by one 
who understands it. I have chipped, just 
as did the Indians, beautiful little speci- 
mens in from ten to fifteen minutes. 
have before me a jasper object as prettily 
made as is any Oregon point in my pos- 
session, and I own two hundred and fifty 
very fine ones. Fortunately I obtained 
them when they were not yet in so great 
demand. 

The writer who asserts that the Indians 
never made their arrow-heads, but always 
found them, brings forward the weakest 
kind of a theory. What would he say 
were the writer to show him an arrow- 
point made from a broken piece of glass- 
ware brought into this section by one of 
the early settlers, who certainly came in 
contact with the red people? I have 
often had in my hands arrow-points 
attached to their shafts, made by the 
Apache Indians not over twenty years 
age. Dr. E, R. Boardman, an old resident 
of Elmira, Illinois, once gave me the in- 
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formation that an old Winnebago chief, 
a good friend of his, and who lived near 
the Dr., told him that the Indians never 
made any axes, but always found them, 
and that they were made by a race of 
people who lived there many years ago. 
Even if not true, believing this is exeus- 
able for Col. C. C. Jones in his “ Antiqui-_ 
ties of the Southern Indians” tells us it 
often required a lifetime to make a 
grooved axe. When I take from my cabi-_ 
net a beautifully made and polished axe, 

found in a mound in Ohio, and another 

perfectly made object of the same class” 
from a mound in Illinois, weighing thir-— 
teen and a half pounds, I am forced to- 
the conclusion that Col. Jones is making > 
a truthful statement. But the assertion 
in reference to the arrow-heads must be 
taken Cum grano salis. 

I am pleased to note that honorable 
dealers are making inquiries about the’ 
objects coming into their possession., I 
have made it a point to impress this upon 
the minds of those who have corres-— 
ponded with me. It will be to their ad-_ 
vantage to obtain complete data of al 
relics obtained. ; 

A few words in reference to the Louisi- 
ana curiosity noted in last ‘‘ Plain Talk” 
by Mr. Wallace. A roving band of 
Indians did not plant this wild plum 
orchard. It was done by an agricultural, 
stationary people, perhaps the Choctaws. 
Other Southern Indian nations also- 
planted these trees. The gradual de- 
velopment of these people into a semi- 
civilized condition attests this fact. 

I quote from Col. Jones’s excellent 
work mentioned above. He says, p. 298, 
which he copies from ‘‘ Narratives of the 
career of Hernando de Soto,’ translated 
hy Buckingham Smith, p. 285, New 
York, 1866. ‘“‘From.Tampa Bay, De- 
Soto, addressed a letter to the Justice 
and Board of Magistrates in Santiago de 
Cuba, informing them that Baltazer de 
Gallegos, whom with eighty lancers and 
a hundred foot-soldiers he sent to re-— 
connoitre the country, had seen “ fields” 
of maize, beans and pumpkins, with other 
fruits and provisions, in such quantity as 
would suffice to subsist a very large army 
without its knowing a want.” Again on 
p. 299, I quote, * Beans, pumpkins, dried 
plums, grapes, persimmons, mulberries, 
nuts and other spontaneous products of 
‘he earth were freely used.” ‘This is 
then conclusive evidence that one of 
the Southern agricultural tribes planted 
the “Wild Plum” orchard as Mr. Wal-_ 
lace asserts. A. F. BERLIN. 


—_—_—__+e¢ —___ : 
Archaeological Books for Collectors 


Please inform me what two books re- 
garding Indian relics, you consider the 
best for a beginning collector. I want 
something that will give information In 
regard to classifications, etc. oT 


Rushsylvania, O. 

ANSWER BY PRESIDENT BERLIN. 

The question has often been put to the — 
writer as to which books on the subject _ 
of American Archaeology contained most _ 
information for the student and collector. 
of the remains of mound-building and 
aboriginal races. The study of Ameri-_ 
can Archealogy is comparatively new, — 
and but few books have been written 
on the subject. Pamphlets and tracts” 
describing one or more antiquities have 
been issued by the hundred: but these 
are often troublesome to obtain. A very 
valuable work is the quarto volume, No. 
287, entitled ‘The Archaeological Col- 


lection of the United States National 
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iseum, in charge of the Smithsonian 
stitution, Washington, D. C.,” by that 
ninent Archaeologist, Dr. Charles Rau. 
n it are contained 104 pp. and 340 
gures. While considered to be incorpora- 
ed with a large volume entitled ‘‘ Smith- 
onian Contributions to Knowledge,” it 
n be separately bought upon applica- 
on to the Director of that Institution. 
Another work, equally as important is 
‘Antiquities of the Southern Indians,” 
y C. C. Jones, Jr., published by D. 
ippleton & Co. The book contains 525 
yp. of reading matter, and 380 plates, on 
which are figured hundreds of relics. This 
york embraces the antiquities found in 
Virginia, Carolina, Florida, Alabama, 
Louisiana, and Tennessee. 

__ A few years ago was issued “‘ Primitive 
Industry,” by Dr. C. C. Abbott. This 
a rehash, with additions, of ‘ The 
Stone Age in New Jersey,” printed in the 
Smithsonian Report for 1875. Too much 
lassificatien weakens the scientific value 
of this work. It is, however, worth read- 
i A. F. BERLIN. 


+0+—_—_—_ 


A Query Regarding the Ohio Serpent 
Mound. 


I read, with great interest, the article 
entitled the “‘Ohio Serpent Mound” in 
the November issue of ‘ Plain Talk.” 
— On page 56 of McLean’s ‘‘ The Mound- 
builders” is figured an illustration of 
s famous earthwork, differing from 
ther illustrations I have seen, in that 
a frog is represented in the act of leap- 
ing, thereby ejecting an egg into the ser- 
pent’s mouth. Will some one please in- 
orm me if this feature ever existed, and 
if so, why Squier and Davis, and other 
archaeologists who have surveyed and 
described the effigy, never mentioned it. 
outh Brooklyn, O. R. C. TREAT. 


atural History Notes. 


H. PLANK, EpIToR, Kansas City. Kansas. 





Contributions to this department are solicited from 
all aecers. Questions will be answered by competent 
thorities. 





Keen-Sighted Birds. 


Birds of the air were credited with a 
keener sense of the import of celestial 
Signs than human beings, and Mr. Gaf- 
rel explains how very easily the flying 
Members of the feathered tribe have 
jaintained their reputation on this point. 
Mhus, when the raven, screech owl o1 
orned owl came croaking around the 
findow of a sick chamber 2,000 years 
go, the patient knew that his end was 
ear, for the hird had surely read the 
igns of the heaven aright; and so ac- 
ate were these forecasts that “no 
one in his senses doubteth them now” 
that is, in 1650). 
These birds, it is explained, delight 
in dark and secluded places, and are 
jaturally selected when bearers of il) 
idings are wanted. Again the raven 
wlways croaked when rain was about 
9 fall, and all birds were good weathei 
grophets, imparting their information 
ometimes by their flight, at others by 
ong or cry, and at others by forsaking 
old haunts. ‘I much regret,” says Mr. 
Gafferel, ‘that men are not as sensibl« 
n this manner as the birds. Methinks 
‘they were once, before they basely ap- 
lied their knowledge to acquire paltry 
amin 2? 


ge 1n..’ 
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Nothing Like It. 


The leaders of fashion seem to dote on 
the golden rod for the National Flower. 
What, on a simple overgrown, gaunt 
weed, with only an apology for flowers ? 
No! No! There’s the daisy, a trouble- 
some plant to farmers, but withal a bean- 
tiful flower. Why not it ? The may-flower 
or mountain laurel is spoken of. But 
there seems to be one flower that has 
been overlooked. A flower whose sight 
gladdens the farmer’s soul in the spring 
and his pocket in the fall, whose perfume 
emits its sweet fragrance to rich and 
poor alike, the apple-blossom. Those who 
have rambled through an apple orchard 
on @ spring morning will surely agree 
with me that the apple-blessom should 
be the National Flower. 

RE SD ae 


re 
The National Flower. 


An Arizona exchange says that this 
summer centipedes and tarantulas came 
into his office. Here is a good opening 
for a curiosity dealer. All he needs to 
do is to go to Arizona, build him a shanty, 
send an advertisement to two or three 
good papers, and he will be fixed. His 
stock of specimens will come in and sup 
with him and by a little coaxing and diet 
in a corner, he can induce a tarantula to 
live with him, and make trap-door spider 
nests to order. Besides the tarantula is a 
good hand at turning out young ones, 
in a year or so he can have 100 or 200 
tarantulas and the next season half as 
many nests, and he has “one of the 
largest stock on the markets.’ The 
nests and spiders are worth 50 cts. a 
piece. We charge nothing for this in- 
formation, but give it gratis to “ Plain 
Talk.’ Here is a chance for Eastern 


capital ! 
A ae 3 fe = 


—_—_———__-~4oo—__—_- 
Curious People. 


It is said that the inhabitants of Terre- 
del Fuego are the lowest human beings 
in existence. Their language containes 
no word for any number above three; 
‘hey are unable to distinguish one color 
from another; they have no religion, no 
funeral rites; they possess neither slaves 
or chiefs. Their only weapon is a bone 
pointed spear, and, as they grow neither 
fruits nor vegetables, as their country 1s 
naturally barren, they eh obliged to live 
entirely on animal food. 
eee W. H. P. 


——$——— $6) 


Notes. 


Bitumen is found in and around Kan- 
sas City, Mo. 

A sort of Anthracite coal is now being 
mined in Arkansas. 

Gold is occasionally found on the 
White river in Arkansas. 

A scientist once drew from a single 
spider nearly three miles of silk. 

Eagles are occasionally found in the 
Blue Mountains of Pennsylvania. 

The regular annual meeting of the 
Kansas Academy of Science was held in 
Wichita this year. 

Mica is now not only used as isinglass 
in stoves, but in the manufacturing of 
wall paper, and also as a lubricant. ° ; 

Australia has over one hundred species 
of animals and about six hundred species 
of plants not found on any other conti- 
nent, ins 
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Collectors. Attention ! 


Note these bargains and order early. All postpaid. 
Mlexible Sandstone, l2x3% inches............ 25e. 
Horse Shoe Crabs, 8 inches long............ 25e. 
Star Fish, 8 inches across phgthafpisactash. COs 
Shark Higgs, 6 inches long........3..2....:22) 150, 
Oregon Bird Arrow Point, small and fine... 20¢ 

1. Doz. Flint Arrow Heads..:...-.2cc02-. 0.2 “BOC 

Polished Agate, l»xl%e WEY. 25¢. 


FLETCHER M, NOK, 
1_and 3 Cyeclorama Place, Indianapolis, Ind. 


ANCIENT [INDIAN RELICS. 


Drawing» of some rare things, for stamp. Illustrated 
Catalogue, 6c. or free with order. 

12 all different and desirabie implements and orna- 
ments wrought out of tlint, stone and shell. 

Interesting lot for study only 75c. Will sell for more 
money. 


12 good arrowheads, 30 cents. 2c. stamps taken. 


R. NISSLEY, 


Hardin County. ADA, OHIO, 


For Sale- INDIAN RELICS 

Minerals, Fossils, Sea Shelis, Old Arms 
Confederate and State Bank Notes, 
; Autographs, Stamps, Curiosities, ete. 
lllustrated Catalogue, 6 cents post-paid, 
i R.W.Mercer,147Cent.Ave.Cincianati,Q 





Mention Plain Talk. 





Headquarters for the Beautiful Little Oregon Bird 
Arrow Points, for Collectors and Dealers. 

Sioux, Apache, etc., Indinn Relics in large variety. 
Museums, advanced collectors and amateurs supplied 
with genuine Relics. Write for large catalogue of 
Arch#olgical Relics, Minerals and Fossils to 
1. W. STILWELL, Deadwood, Dak. 


1 Trhe Great Secret of f the Canary Breeders of 
the Hartz Mountain,Ger\ ¢ many. ird Manna 
willrestore the song of Cage Birds, will pre- 
vent their ailments and \ keep them in good 
condition. It makes canari ~ A ©Ssing, even while 
shedding feathers, Sent by fy SX mailonrecciptoft 
15e. Sold by all druggists. ~ A! ‘\ Bird Book free, 
Bird Food Co., 400 N, 3d ~2# Wet. Phi 77 


TO LIBRARIANS. 







A complete set of the Ameri 
can Antiquarian Magazines, 
quarterly and bi-monthly series 
all in tine and perfect condition. 
XI vols Publisher's price, $39, 
will sell for $20 net. Also have 
Grandfather 8 Clocks, Flax and 
2 Spining Wheels, Brass Andirons, 
: Shovels and Tongs, Door Knoek- 
cis, Ouuuers wand Trays, Coins, ete, cte. Write for 
wants and enclose stamp. Illustrated catalogue of 
Indian Relics for stamp. ELMER E. McWRTHY, 
Pavilion Centre, Genesee Co., N. 


KURIOSITIES 


Smoky Quarts Xlts. 5c. and 10c¢ 
each; “ Sunflower” Coral, 10c.; Gar 
net Sand, in vial, 10c¢.; Chinese 
Chopsticks, 12 inches long, 10c. pair; 
Chinese Horn, Nut, 5e.; Coins, 5c. 
Jap. Tempos Coin, 1fc.; Roman 
Coins. 10c. Price List Free. 





BARTLETT'S MUSEUM 
KALAMAZOO. MICH 
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A U ped hr SCM, or we will ser@ 
A choice specimen of anything 06 this het will be sent post-par 
Ore eotire coection, 45 specimens, packed in « Negt wooden box post-paid FOF OFLY OS Cre, 


No 1 Recorrection Plant, Mox. 
2 Cari Marine Algwa, 


5b, Cape Cod, Mam. 


Hf 


33° 
34 Sand Shark Egg, Atlantic 

35 Flexible Coral (Melites), Tonga Isles) 
36 Limpet, Bahamas 

37 Bloodytooth Shell, Nessaw 

$8 Foastl Shark Tooth, A C. 

39 Opercalem or Shel) Door, Bahamas 

40 Native Lodestone, Magnet Cova, Aral 
41 Olive Bhell, Zansibar 


i3 
pre 
i 
i 


Peet 
g 
e 
if 
iy 


i 
; 


H 
ree. 
i 


gcooe bE cE 
ff 
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Oyprice Arabrice, 42 6 Goines Peas, 
15 Red rete ete 43 Piece of Loofah, Japan 


44 2 Reg Caprates of Poriwinkla, Afantio 
$5 Piss of Tape ¢ 
tives of Semoaa Islea 


—FUT UP 4xD FOR AL BT—~ 
FRANK H. LATTIN, . 
Publisher of “THE OOLOGIST,” 
Whoteaale amd Retail Dealer én & 
struments, Suppiics 
See icatlons be the Meturalish 
Albion, NM. Y. 
28 Indian Pottery, Orleans Co., N.Y. {OBeap Yo eramr ros Coscruere Leer. 


% s hie especial) 
‘This is truly ono of the most Marvelous Nae ce, cet ty a 
Kandergerte> young collectors, 
Sr. 


9 Arrowbos4, Orany 
21 Acorn Barnacle, ito 

#2 Roe Corl, Bahamas 

23 Quarts Crystal, Hot Springs, Ark. 

24 Bea Urchin, Atlaotio 

25 Shaving from « Meteor, Coabulls, NLM. 


eider ce wil sppreciate bg eed wath retail prices amount to over 
~— send tho entire gee by woth mail, each specimen epee ONLY 66 Me 
a. Address plainly, YRSEE B LATTON, ALBION, HX.“ 
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For Terms, Important Announcements, etc.,see Pub- 
lisher’s Column, ov Page 16. 
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Who will study stones? If you are in- 
terested in mineralogy send to Prof. G. 
Guttenberg, Central High School, Pitts- 
burg, Pa., for information regarding his 


‘‘ Course of mineralogy for young people.” 
——_—_$0@__——_- 


It is our desire that every bright boy 
or girl who reads this paper shall be a 
brighter boy or girl because of the read- 
ing. Hence it is that we ask for hints 
and suggestions from all. What changes 
do you want in the paper? What addi- 


tions ? 
———_4e@———_—_——— 

“Plain Talk” will be stopped at ex- 
piration of subscription when requested, 
but unless so requested, it will not be 
stopped. Subscribers will please note 
this fact. We have no desire to force 
the paper upon its readers, and a simple 
request to stop it will be all that is neces- 


sary. 

A deserving and studious young man 
can secure a position at one of the best 
boarding schools in the country, paying 
for both board and tuition by services 
easily rendered. A most excellent op- 
portunity to secure an education. Par- 
ticulars may be obtained from the editor 
of this paper. 


(RSPR re Waka 

Thousands upon thousands of young 
people in all parts of the country 
ters by means of the Chatauqua 
are “brushing up” in educational mat- 
Literary and Scientific Circle. A grand 
work is being done through the agency of 
this movement, ‘“‘ The Chautauquan,” a 
monthly magazine issued from Meadville, 
Pa., by Dr. T. L. Flood, has been greatly 
improved and enlarged, and now takes 


rank as one of the best magazines. 
——_4eo —_____ 


To the Friends of “ Plain Talk.” 

Those among our readers who are 
pleased with ‘ Plain Talk’’—and wo trust 
that they all are—and who think it worth 
the very low price we ask for it, can do 
us very substantial service during this 
subscription season by recommending it 
to their friends and neighbors who are 
not already subscribers. ‘ Plain Talk” 
aims at benefiting all who receive it; its 
articles are original and practical; its 
tone is pure. The price is so low that 
there are none too poor to subscribe. We 
desire to place it in the hands of many 
hundreds of new readers, and we ask our 
friends to assist us in this endeavor. Do 
it now, kind friends. This is the season 
when people select their papers for the 
coming year. Be sure that your friends 
include “‘ Plain Talk” in their lists. 

Tf you will kindly send us the addresses 
of those you think ought to havo it, we 
will gledty send them specimen copies 
free of charge. 
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Can Success Be Won? 

Yes; honesty, and ability, and persever- 
ing hard work will win it—to a certain ex- 
tent. 

The rogue may succeed, or seem to suc- 
ceed, where the honest man fails, or seems 
to fail, but there is an after day of reck- 
oning for both, and the real success is 
not always upon the surface. 

Every young man should push his life 
work forward on honest lines, not merely 
because honesty will win in the end, 
while dishonesty will lose, but because 
the one is right and the other is wrong. 

Ability is another necessary element in 
the successful life. Undertake some- 
thing which you are fitted to perform. 
Many a failure goes on record because 
something is undertaken beyond the 
ability of the person. 

This doesn’t mean that only small and 
insignificant tasks should be under- 
taken; only that before engaging in 
the Herculean ones the wise man will 
take counsel of his reason, and not go 
beyond the fair measure of his ability. 

Perseverance is a long word, but a 
winning one. ‘‘ Failure only proves this, 
that our determination to succeed was 
not strong enough.” What if you do 
fall! Your aim being an _ honest one, 
never mind a few bumps and bruises, 
more or less. Up and at it again. Per- 
severe. 

Work hard and work long. Do your 
best at everything; put your soul into 
your work, and the success you are look- 
ing for will come. Perhaps not at the 
time you had expected; possibly not in 
the form you had hoped, but it will 
surely come. There are plenty of good 
positions waiting for those who are fitted 
to fill them—not for drones and dunces, 
not for idlers and ne’er-do-wells, but for 
honest, able, persevering boys—yes, and 
girls. 

Money-Making Pursuits for Boys and Girls 
POULTRY RAISING. 

Although we promised to take up other 
methods of money-getting in this num- 
ber, yet the interest of our readers seems 
{o centre so much in the above topic that 
we will use our space once more in a 
general discussion of the subject. No at- 
tempt will be made to answer by itself 
each question which has been put to us 
but we will endeavor, rather, to group 
all together, and thus answer them. 


The most important thing, perhaps, is 
to start properly. Understand that it is 
a business, and treat it with the same 
care and attention that you would am 
other business. Do not think that it is 
required only to feed and water the fowls. 
for very much more than this is needed 
to make the business successful. 

It is not indispensably necessary to 
keep fancy poultry, as cross-hred fow!'s 
will lay as many eggs as full-blooded 
ones, and make as good market poultry. 
But where the thoroughbred fowl is kept. 
more interest will generally be taken in 
carjng for them, and, of course, the more 





interest taken the greater will be the 
success of the keeper. Besides, if good 
stock is procured at the start, and care 
taken in breeding it, some of it can be 
dispesed of at fancy prices. 

For the beginner, probably the Ply- 
mouth Rock is the most desirable, al- 
though other breeds will do as well. The 
Wyandotte is good. ; 

Keep the house strictly clean. Take 
out the droppings twice a week. Keep 
the temperature as even as_ possible. 
There should be some means for venti- 
lating, without causing a draught, which 
will cause the poultry to take cold. 

Feed them a variety of food. Do not 
feed too much corn, as it fattens fowls 
quickly, and fat hens will not lay. 
Wheat, barley, oats and buckwheat are 
better. Save the table scraps during the 
day, chop them up fine, and mix with 
corn meal. This, fed hot, makes the best 
kind of a morning meal. At noon feed 
them small grains, and scatter it in the 


it. The exercise is needful for them. 
At night give them a good feed of whole 
corn, 

Twice or three times a week feed them 
meat in some form. In summer they will 
get animal food in the form of worms and 
insects, but in the winter this supply is 
cut off, and without it they will lay but 
little. Keep fresh water always within 
reach, and, in very cold weather, warm 
it slightly before giving it to them. This 
kind of treatment, with an abundance of 
lime in the form of old mortar, oyster- 
shells and ground bone, will keep them 
laying when eggs are at their highest 
prices. 

a hd 





Please accept thanks for copies of 
‘Plain Talk,’ which we have received. 


publication.—C. J. M., Newtonville, Mass. 
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I have been somewhat acquainted with 
your paper for a number of years, and 
have noticed and admired the success 
with which it has been conducted. Under 
its several departments are found facts 


cost to them. Farina, Il. 


oe 


one of its ae readers, many times its 
rs ” ~ 





Permit me to thank you for your 
prompt and very satisfactory answer to 
my letter of the 16th inst., inclosing 50c,. 
for a year’s subscription to “ Plain Talk.” 


tenth subscriber. The book, a hand- 
somely bound copy of ‘‘ Daniel Deronda,” 


copies of ‘‘Plain Talk,” for which I 

tender my sincere thanks, and wish you 

continued success.—M. C. W., Middle- — 
town, Conn. 


Seen Set ree Se 
A Powerful Sermon. 


A 
with the question: ‘“ Which is worse, to 
tell a lie or to steal ?” ° : 

The mother, taken by surprise, replied 
that both were so bad that she couldn’t 
tell] which was the worse. 

“‘ Well,” said the little one, ‘ I've been © 
thinking a good deal about it, and T- 
think it is worse to lie than to steal. If 
you steal a thing you can take it back, 
unless you've eaton it; and if you have 
eaten it you can pay for it. But,” and 


there was a look of awe in the little | 


face—‘‘a lie is a lie forever!” 


and ideas which should be worth to each , 


came by the same mail that brought the — 





: 


sand on the floor to make them work for | 


We find it a very interesting and live | 


I consider myself fortunate in being the ~ 


little girl came to her mother 













ANSWERED, 


LILLIAN M. ALEXANDER, 
The dream ts o’er, the last good-bye is spoken, 
As one would speak it standing o’er the dead, 
Who feit with utter, helpless, desolation, 
‘The darkness of the path thelr feet must tread. 


ZI hid my heart that night ’neath jest and laughter, 
For 1 was, oh! so cowardly and weak ; 

And all my soul rebelled in fiercest anguish, 
Against the words I forced my lips to speak. 





I said that henceforth we must meet as strangers, 
But could not answer when you asked me why, 
For love with shame and wounded pride was 
strugeling— 
I dare not trust myself to make reply. 


You kuew your power, but did you use it wisely ? 
Or was it well for you to play the part 

Of simulated love and talse devotion, 
To win and trifle with a woman’s heart! 


Why ps gle babe seek to blume mo! Are you gullt- 
ess ' 
Or did you think a heart so lightly won, 


A fitting thing for a pastime and anjusement, 
Regardless of the wrong that might be done! 


Ido not know! I only know I miss you, 
As earth would miss the sunlight and rain! 
I only know my life is filled with longing 
To heal your voice and touch your hand again. 


And yet I must forget—I dare not murmur 
Nor question God, fo. I have learned to know 
That al nae work for good to them that love 
m— 
It must be best since He has will d it so. 


And when at last I lie in utter silence, 
With pale hands folded on a pulseless breast, 
And eyes forever closed, whose silent pleading, 
Gaye voice to thoughts that else were unex- 
pressed—; 


Just for a moment will you stand beside me, 
With pitying thoughts, and lay your hand on 
mine, 
And touch with yours the lips that cannot answer, 
And I shall know, though I may make no sign. 


And so at last, in Infinite compassion, 
Remembering all the way by which I come, 

May angels bear me to the gates eternal, 
And bid me enter in and rest at home! 


——_—__ ooe-- 
Pleasant People. 


Says Mr. Thackeray about that nice 
boy, Clive Newcome, ‘‘I don’t know 
that Clive was especially brilliant, but 
he was pleasant.’”? Occasionally we 
meet people to whom it seems to come 
natural to be pleasant; such are as wel- 
come wherever they go as flowers in 
May, and the most charming thing about 
them is that they help to make other 
people pleasant, too. 

The other morning we were in the 
midst of a three days’ rain. The fire 
smoked, the dining-room was chilly, and 
when we assembled for breakfast, papa 
looked rather grim, and mamma tired, 
for the baby had been restless all night. 
Polly was plainly inclined to fretful- 
ness, and Bridget was undeniably cross, 
when Jack came in with the breakfast 
rolls from the baker’s. He had taken off 
his rubber coat and boots in the entry, 
and he came in rosy and smiling. 

“Vere s the paper, sir,” said he to his 
father, with such a cheerful tone that 
his father’s brow relaxed, and he said, 
“ Ah, Jack, thank you,” ‘quite pleasantly. 

His mother looked up at him smiling, 
and he just touched her cheek gently as 
he passed. 

“Top of the morning to you, Polly- 
wog,”? he said to his little sister, and 
delivered the rolls to Bridget, with a 
“Here you are, Bridget. Aren’t you 
sorry you didn’t go yourself this beauti- 
ful day ?” 

He gave the fire a poke and opened a 
damper. The smoke ceased, and pres- 
ently the coals began to glow, and five 
minutes after Jack came in we had gath- 
ered around the table and were eating 
our oatmeal as cheerily as possible. This 
seems very simple in the telling, and 
Jack never knew he had done anything 
at all, but he had, in fact, changed the 
whole moral atmosphere of the room, 
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and had started a gloomy day pleasantly 
for five people. ; : 

“He is always so,” said his mother, 
when I spoke to her about it afterwards. 

Just so sunny and kind and ready all 
the time. I suppose there are more ‘bril- 
liant boys in the world than mine, but 
none with a kinder heart or a sweeter 
temper. I am sure of that? 


And I thought, Why, isn’t it one’s | 


duty to be pleasant, just as well as to 
be honest or truthful, or industrious, or 


good many honest, truthful, industrious, 
and generous souls in the werld. 
people who are unselfish, too, 
fashion, a ‘person ‘who is habitually 
pleasant is rather a rarity. 


But the beauty of it is, as T said be- jasked a_ hospital 
fore, that pleasantness is catching, and | Why, 
such people will find themselves in the |“ Yé 
midst of a_ world full of bright and | 


happy people, whadre everyone is 

good-natured and contented as they are. 
——_—+2o— 
Standard Time. 

The railroads of the U. S. and Canada 
use four standards of time in arranging 
time tables, being local time of 75th, 
90th, 105th and 120th degrees of longi- 
tude. Each belt (above 1034 miles) is 
an area 7 1-2 degrees on each side of the 
meridian. The change to standard time 
went into effect Oct. 11, 1883. Before 
this date there were 54 kinds of railroad 
time in the U. S. The following are the 
working rules of standard time, each 
change being one hour, getting slower 
as we go West. 

Eastern Time prevails over the whole 
section east of a line drawn from Buffalo 
through Pittsburg. Parkersburg, Hunt- 
ington, W. Va., Bristol, Tenn., and Aug- 
usta, Ga., changing at these places (ex- 
cept Grand Trunk, of Canada, which 
changes at Sarnia) to 

Central 'Time, which extends to the 
irrigular line drawn from Brandon, Man., 
through Mandan, Dak., North Platte, 
Neb., Dodge City, Kan. to El Paso, N. 
Mex. West of this line 

Mountain Time is in use, and covers 
the district up to another line which, 
starting from Heron, Mont., passes 
through Ogden, Utah to Yuma, Ariz. 
From this line to the Pacific Ocean 

Pacific Time is used. 

Wherever the change has not been too 
great it has been pretty generally 
adopted by the cities and towns in the 
respective belts. 





> 
A Course of Lectures for $1.75. 

A Notable Gathering of the world’s 
leaders comes before the readers of ‘‘ The 
Youth’s Companion” during the year 
1890. It is like a great Lecture Course 
of 52 weeks, with over 100 lecturers, 
each a famous authority in some branch 
of Art, Literature, State-craft, Science 
or Education. And these lectures cost 
only 8 1-2 cents each, on the basis of a 
year’s subscription, or 52 numbers for 
only $1.75. 

Is it not worth 3 1-2 cents to have 
Gladstone address you for half an hour? 
Or to listen for an equal time to Tyndall 
on the wonders of Nature? And it is just 
such great men, following each other in 
rapid succession each week, and discuss- 


ing every instructive and entertaining. 


topic of the day, who speak to you 
through the medium of their paper and 
your parer—‘ The Youth’s Companion.” 

Four hundred and thirty thousand fami- 
lies attend this great Lecture course. You 
can attend it by reading ‘‘'The Youth’s 
Companion ” each week, It will besent you 


4 | him company 
generous? And yet, while there ‘are ato 





regularly until January 1, 1891, ata cost 
of only $1.75. Send for Illustrated Pro- 
spectus of the entire series to “The 
Youth’s Companion,” Boston, Mass. 
ie tanaittad - 
Putting One’s Foot ¥n It. 

never open my mouth but I put 
my foot in it,” was the curious com- 
plaint of some unlucky wight, who might 
have received consolation had he re- 
flected on the number that, daily keep 
The guardsman’s remark 
the English nobleman who was in 





| the habit of affably conversing with sol- 
und { diers: 
after alnothing of the gentleman about you,” 


“TI like you, my lord; there’s 


offers an example of the kind,‘ says 
thamber’s Journal. “ How many deaths,” 
physician. “‘ Nine.” 
Wh I ordered medicine for ten? 
Yes, but one would not take it.’ was 
the startling reply. ‘ Hillo! where are 


et; you going at this time of the night 2” 


said a gentleman to his servant. “ You 
are after no good, I’ll warrant,” ‘‘ Please, 
sit, mistress sent me for yon, sir,” was 
the response. A gentleman sa‘d to the 
waiter of his club: ‘ Michael, if I should 
die would you attend jmy funeral ?% 
~ Willingly. sir,” was the hasty answer. 

Well, Michael, that is not very compli- 
mentary.” “No, sir, I didn’t mane that, 
sir; I wouldn’t be seen there, sir? was 
the waiter’s consolatory reply. 

A child may often be expected to 
put his heedless little foot into his 
mouth. For instance. a youngster one 
day begged an invitation to dinner at 
the house of a little friend, with whom 
he had been playing. At the table his 
hostess anxiously inquired: ‘ Charley, 
can you cut your own meat ?” ‘f Humph.” 
said the youngster, who was sawing 
away, “‘can’t I? I've cut up quite as 
tough meat as this at home.” People 
who are destitute of tact might take 
warning from such juvenile malaprops, 
but such does not often appear to he the 
case, judging by the numerous examples 
to the contrary. 

A millionaire railroad king has a 
brother who is hard of hearing, while 
he himself is remarkable for having a 
very prominent nose. Once this rail- 
road king dined at a friend’s honse, 
where he sat between two young ladies 
who talked to him very loudly, rather 
to his annoyance, but he said nothing. 
Finaily one of them shouted a com- 
monplace remark, and then said in an 
ordinary tone to the other: “‘Did you 
ever see such a nose in all your life ?” 
‘“*Pardon me, ladies,” said the million- 
aire, ‘it is my brother who is deaf.” 
We can imagine the horror of the young 
lady who indulged in such personal re- 
marks, yet she was no more awkwardly 
placed than the hero of the following: 
When dining at a certain castle, a Mr. 
T——, after the ladies retired. remarked 
to a gentleman present that the lady 
who had sat on his right was the ugliest 
woman he had ever seen. ‘I am sorry 
to hear,” said the gentleman, ‘‘ that you 
think my wife so ill-looking.?’ ‘Oh, 
no, sir; [ mean the lady who sat on my 
left: I made a mistake.” ‘‘ Well, sir, 
she is my sister.” 

-——___—_$ e @—___—_— 

Embarrassing: De Payne (who has 
donned his Knickerbockers for a eal] at 
the neighboring hotel).—‘‘ My good man, 
can vou tell me if I’m on the right road to 
the Sunnyside pavilion ?” Native.—“ Yes, 
stranger, you be, but ye’d better roll 
down yer pants before ye come in sight 
of the house. ’cos ye mought shock the 
wimin folks.”—Life, 
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ALVAH DAVISON, - - 


All communications for this department should be ad- 
dressed to the Editor, at Helmetta, New Jersey. 
Theodor Buhl & Co., of London, pro- 
pose to reissue their ‘“‘ Stamp News” on 
December first. 


Now that Brazil has turned matters 
upside down with a revolution it is but 
natural that we should look for a new 
issue of stamps shortly. 


EDITOR. 











W. Ernest Horton has given up for the 
present the idea of publishing the “‘ Phila- 
telic-Reporter.” A change of business is 
the cause and he may, he says, conclude 
to publish it later. 


The postal cards made under the new 
contract appear to be inferior to their pre- 
decessors, or at least those do which I 
have seen. The surface is somewhat 
rough and the material looks coarser. 


R. R. Bogert & Co.’s seventeenth auc- 
tion sale will be held at Leavitt’s on the 
evenings of December 2nd and 3rd. 
Over ten hundred lots of U. 8. Postage, 
Document and Foreign stamps are cata- 


 logued. 


With its November number the “ Ne- 
braska Philatelist ” appears with a cover. 
This paper has a very promising look, 
and it will be cause for much joy if it 
can eventually take the place of the good 
old ‘‘Stamp” in the West. 


As three of the Elective Officers of the 
A. P. A. are already located in the East, 
it is hardly fair for this part of the coun- 
try to expect another one. Mr. Bradt?s 
experience and location would seem to 
point to him as the coming man for the 
Secretaryship. 


Mr. Fred. Grenny, exchange superin- 
tendent of the C. P. A., is a “ hustler,” 
and no mistake. His sheets come around 
sometimes two a week, while those of the 
A. P. A. are mighty scarce. One fault. 
of the GC. P. A. is that Mr. Grenny is 
unable to settle balances but twice a 
year. 


The contract for the new issue of 
United States adhesives having been 


awarded, we may soon look for the 
stamps. The size will be about the same 
as the Canadian, and new colors for all 
but the one cent value. The much abused 
two cent green will hereafter be car- 
mine. 


Mr. Chas. A. Townsend has retired 
from the stamp business, and has formed 
a partnership with Arthur E. Bryer for 
the sale of art materials. He has or- 
ganized a philatelic society at Akron and 
will devote his spare time to the enlarg- 
ing of his collection. Success to our en- 
terprising friend! 


Mr. G. J. Le’: is now editor of the 
“Monthern Phiuatelist,’ a promising look- 
~ Awewal from Charleston, S. C. <As 
this 15 the only stamp-paper in the South. 
it should have the hearty support of all 
Southern collectors. From this paper it 
appears that Savannah has come forward 
with a society of fourteen members. 


Ir. C. F. Rothfuchs has got a“ corner” 
on **. dealers this time through having 
discovered some of the new “ Officially 
Sealed” stamps in an _ unperforated 
state. Their genuineness is attested by 
the Third Asst. Postmaster General. It 


appears that a few were issued and used ! terms, devices, etc. Owing to its con- 


without perforation, thus making them a 
separate issue. 


When the publishers of the ‘‘ Stamp” 
started their paper, they promised that 
in case it should at any time discontinue, 
they would refund in cash the amounts 
due their subscribers for the unexpired 
time. This they are now doing. Their 
example, if more generally followed, 
would lead collectors to place greater 
faith in newly-issued journals. 


The October ‘‘ Rhode Island Philatel- 
ist’ starts their series of philatelic por- 
traits with a gocd cut of William H. 
Bratt, of New York. Rhody’s .trusted 
correspondent at the A. P. A. Conven- 
tion, had the misfortune to encounter a 
thief, who secured his voluminous notes ; 
we have thus lost a report of the pro- 
ceedings from the pen of W. J. Parrish. 


W. L. Brower, of Orange, N. J., an- 
nounces the publication of the ‘‘ Orange 
City Philatelist.”” He states that he al- 
ready has three hundred subscribers, a 
goodly number to start with. If he will 
divulge the secret of obtaining them, 
philatelic publishers will be eternally 
obliged. but this statement I think will 


he taken with a large grain of al- 
lowance. 
Portland, Maine, is very much like 


Chicago, inasmuch as it cannot get along 
without a stamp paper. Failure may suc- 
ceed failure, and still a new one will 
spring vp from the ashes. Jewett, whose 
“ Trerald made such a fight against time, 
only to get beaten, is still an active col- 
lector, and methinks he has somewhat 
fo do in starting these others. The 
‘Philatelic Era’ and ‘‘ Express ” are now 
upholding the credit of Maine. 


The ‘Stamp Collector's Magazine,” 
which was announced some months ago, 
has not been dead, but only sleeping. 
S. CO. Seott states that the first number 
will be issued December first, and it will 
contain thirty-two pages and cover with 
twelve numbers guaranteed. If Mr. 
Scott's statements are true, this paper will 
throw all the others in the shade, so we 
may prepare for a real treat when it 
arrives. 

Mr. H. E. Deats recently purchased one 
of Edison’s phonographs, and on my last 
visit to him at Hightstown, I was regaled 
with solos from the cornet and _har- 
monica, school declamations. a part of 
Shakespeare’s ‘‘ Richard the Third.” and 
in fact a little of everything. The A. 
P. A. should have one of these at each 
of their conventions, and in case any part 
of the proceedings were afterward dis- 
puted, why just put the diaphragm on 
and let ’er go. 


C.J. Phillips, of Birmingham, England. 
announces that on Dee. 15th he will 
issue the ‘“‘Stamp Advertiser and Auc- 
tion Record.” He states : ‘‘ The chief ob- 
jects of this new venture will be to give 
an account of every Auction Sale of 
stamps in England and America, with 
the prices realized.’ As we often have 
three Auctions_a month on this side of 
the water, and the catalogues for each 
occupy about forty pages, it is evident 
that’ Mr. Phillips has taken a big con- 
tract on his hands. 


The ‘‘Stamp Collector's Vest Pocket 
Dictionary and Guide” has been issued 
hy Jewett & Lyons, Portland, Maine. 
It is a very creditable work of sixty-four 
pages, giving a list of philatelic words, 


venient size, it will be found very handy 
to have in the pocket for frequent refer- 
ence. 
the publishers have met with liberal 
support from the dealers, and this they 
have repaid by getting out a really use- 
ful book. It is intended to be followed 
by others of a similar character. 


To my mind that was sensible advice 
offered at the last convention of the A. 
P. A. regarding the “‘ boiling down” of 
society reports. We want to know what 
the societies are doing, I do at least, but 
it is an outrage on publisher, printer and 
public to have a society’s report cceupy a 
column, when the real news in it would 
only take two inches. Now that several 
new departures are to be made, necessi- 
tating increased space for reading matter, 
I trust the societies will consent to cur- 
tail their reports. (Since writing the fore- 
going, notice has been given in the 


‘* American Philatelist” that the society _ 


reports will hereafter be omitted en- 
tirely.) 

‘As doth the little busy bee, improve 
each shining hour;” so in the fall time 
doth he of a philatelic turn, invest his 
shekels in the plant of a stamp-paper, 
hoping thereby to lay up much honey in 
the form of money, for the summer 
months when no man subscribeth, but 
does he? Pursuant to the above, the 
‘Midland Philatelist’? of Geneva, Ne- 
braska, willlaunch itself upon the wild sea 
of philatelic journalism about December 
first. Sixteen pages and cover, with ar- 
ticles from ‘authors whose fame and 
authority on the subject of philately are 
firmly established,” will be the induce- 
ment to subscribers, and what more could 
you wish ? 


The “Golden Weekly,” of New York 
City, has hit on what it takes to be a 
great scheme. To every paper issued is 
attached a coupon, and ten of these will 
entitle the holder to a packet of fifty va- 
rieties of foreign stamps. <A “‘ very rare, 
valuable stamp” is announced as being 
in every twenty-fifth packet, and to the 
ones obtaining these an opportunity is 
given for having their portraits pub- 
lished. The price of the paper is five 
cents a copy, and at the end of a year a 
hoy will have spent for it three dollars ; 
at which time he will be the possessor 
of five packets or 250 stamps, worth, 
I should say, about five cents for the lot. 
Truly a great scheme—for the publisher, 


The name of Geo. B. Mason, whose 
recent death was noticed by some of the 
papers, was not as well known as it might 
have been had he been able to leave his 
house. His every movement was made 
in a wheel-chair, from which he lifted 
himself to his couch. In December, 1887, 
I had the pleasure of spending an even- 
ing with him at his home in Delawanna, 
N. J., and that evening has often been 
recalled by me as one of the pleasantest 
[ ever spent. Mr. Mason was a dealer as 
well as a collector, and from his small 
advertisement, infrequently seen, I was 
amazed at the stock of rare U. S. stamps 
he held. In three hours’ time I only had 
an opportunity to examine his adhesives, 
and I have always promised myself an- 
other visit to see his envelopes, but in 
this, Providence has decreed otherwise. 
Though shut out from active participa- 
tion in the world, Mr. Mason’s manner 
was as of one resigned, and to visitors 
he gave a hearty welcome. 


Judging by the advertisements, 
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The ‘American Stamp Journal,” of 
Portsmouth, N. H., is a late applicant for 
public favor. 





The “ Philatelic Nonpareil” is a neat, 
four page new-comer from the city of 
beans and ‘“‘culchur.” It contains an 
interesting account of the Post-Office 
Museum, with other articles. 


The ‘‘ Western Philatelist’? having ex- 
perienced a change of printers now 
comes out in nice shape. This paper has 
a ‘‘ Kickers’ Column,” wherein those who 
have any grievances, either real or im- 
aginary, may air them. 


Mr. Gustay Aue, late publisher of the 
** Collectors’ Ledger,’”’ seems to have drop- 
ped out entirely from the philatelic 


world. He evidently has removed from 
Bloomfield, as letters sent there have 


been returned. His ‘‘ gum stickers?’ or 
stamp mounts, were the best made, and 
many are seeking to obtain them. 


The literary Roard of the A. P. A. 
gave notice in their last Journal, that 
they will hereafter be unable to publish 
the proceedings of Philatelic Societies. 
Tt strikes me that this decision will con- 
flict with the By-Laws which say: 
“They shall keep the Association in- 
formed of all news in regard to * * * the 
doings of other societies.” 


The revised Constitution of the A. P. 
A. has already been received by the mem- 
bers, and the Trustees deserve a vote of 
thanks for their celerity in getting it out. 
A year ago the revision of the Constitu- 
tion was not sent out for at least fom 
months after the Convention had ad- 
journed, and now we have it in less than 
six weeks! There’s a wonderful differ- 
ence in some men! 











SN ene ee en 
$is0 Confederate Money, 10c.; $300 for 25c.; 

California Gold Half Dollar, 55ce. 2 diff. 
Chinese -coins, 10c. Send stamp ior list. P. b. 
DIVVER, Anderson, S. C 


We have about 50 Stamp Cuts which we offer for sale 
at 35 cents each, or 25 cents iv quantities of 10 or inore. 
Deaters, illustrate your lists 

Plain Talk Publishing Co., 
5 Reekman “treet, N. 


Y. 





GRAB ‘E7K QUICK. 


7 Bulgaria, 19¢.; 15 Brazil, 17¢.; 25 Cuba, 30c.; 16 
Denmark, 12¢,: 8 Egypt, 15¢.; 12 Japan, 17¢.; 15 Mexico, 
17c¢; 10 Russia, 8¢; 40 Spain, 25¢; 50 Spain, 35c.; 6 
New Foundland. 10c. Enclose 2¢. stamp for return. 

Box 20 I. GC. Richardson, Lawrence, Mass. 


WORLD’S FAIR. 


Packet contains no common Contnentils, but 
all good stamps, as Persia, *Siam, Van Dleman’s 
Land, Cape, Juxemburg, lHarbadoes, Bosnia, 
U. S. Interior, 2c. and 8c.; Treas., 2c. and 3c.; 
War, lc., 2c., 8c. and 6c.; Antigua, ete., etc. 
Dirt cheap for 25c., postyad, and furthermore, 
every purchaser gets a prize stamp, catalogued 
at 10c. JOHN M. HOLT, 

8 Bainbridge st., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Naturalists’ Supply Depot. 


GOODS AND SUPPLIES FOR 
TAXIDERMISTS, ENTOMOLOGISTS, 
OOLOGISTS AND BOTANISTS 


Arsenic, Bird Lime, Cops, Chenille, Excel- 
sior, Flowors, Glue, Grasses, Frosting, Icicles, 


Leaves, Moss, Mica, Plaster, Smalts, Sands, 
Shields, Stands, Tags, Tow, Annealed Wire, 
Bgg Drills, Blowers, Trays, Setting Boards, 
Cases, Cork, Cyanide Eottles, Forceps, Nets, 


Insect Pins, Gun-Canes, Mounting and Drying 
Paper, Glass Shades, Books, Oval Glass Shades 


for Panels. 
ARTIFICIAL GLASS EYES. 


TAXIDERAXISTS. 
Birds, Birds’ Skins, Birds’ Eggs, and Curiosities, 


Publisher of the ORNILTHOLOGIST AND OOLOGIST, 


FRANK B. WEBSTER, 
; 409 Washington St., Boston, Mass. 


FREDERIC NOYES, 
Dealer in Rare Postage Stamps, 
COLLINS, TEXAS, 

LARGE ASSORTMENT. LOW PRICES. 
Carries a Full Line of Fine Approval Sheets, 
Rarities for Advanced Collectors. 
TEXAS-MEXICO PACKETS. 
SEND FOR LISTS. 
25 WELL ASSORVED MEXICO, 10c. 
{Mention this paper when writing.) 


To Every Reader of this Paper 


that sends me TEN CENTS in silver, I will 
mail, postpaid, a packet containing 20 varie- 
tics of Canadian postage stamps. 
HENRY 8S. HARTE, 
P, O. B6x 1896, Montreal, Canada. 

N. B.—Good sheets of Canadian and foreign 
stamps sent on approval on receipt of Al refer- 
ence. 


GET THE CREAM. 


If you want fine stamps on approval we send the 
best, also 400 varieties for ON DOLLAR, and a stamp 
valued at FIFTY CENTs (0 every new customer. 


W. H. BRUCE, 


P. O. Box 283. HARTFORD, CONN. 


STAMPS. 
Packet No. 26 Contains 100 varieties of used and 
unused stamps, including Azores, Natal, Constanti- 
nople, Greece, Heligoland, Peru, Hamberg, Italy 
(Segnatasse), Porto Rico, Ceylon, Brazil, Japan, 
Mexico, Surinam, Venezuela, Newioundiand, ‘Tiint- 


dad, etc., only 28 cts.—J. C. Becker, 911 1-2 N. 
Mason St., Bloomington, Ills. 





Attention, Stamp Dealers and Collectors 


Send three cents, to cover postage, for sample of 
latest ideas in stickers. 


No Hinges. ‘They do not Swell Your Album, 


Atso. sw few more responsible agenis wanted for my 
UNXLD APPROVAL SHEE'(S at 25pren’.ds- 


count. Marked 20 per cent. lower than catalogue 
prices, Address JOHN M. HOLT, 3 Bainbridge 


Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Our Keystone No. {” Packet 


Is having a great run. It contains 100 varieties of 
stamps. many unused and rare. Prive 50c. Further- 
more, the purchas r of every tifth packet will receive a 
genuine stamp, catalogued at $1.00, FREE! The 
stamps are guaranteed genuine, and are tine picked 
stamps. We guarantee satisfaction or money refunded. 
Adilress : 
H. B. WILBER & CO., 


14 & 16 Mair St., Cambridgeboro, Pa. 


ON APPROVAL! 


Choice Sheets of desirable 


STAMPS. 


Com, 2°%, 








Prices Low. 


Send Good Reference and get One. 


AGASSIZ COMPANION, 


7 Back Numbers for 29 cents. 


Wea P-L ACN‘, 


KANSAS CITY, KAN. 
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I WANT) 


Stamp Collectors in all parts of the United 
States to send for sample sheets of my 
fine Postage Stamps. Commission 30 per 
cent. on all foreign stamps. 

Rare stamps at low prices. 

Mekeel’s Blank Albums, Tiffany’s His- 
tory of United States Stamps, ete. always 
in stock. Address, 


CHAS. BEAMISH, Jr., 


2107 N. 18th Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Wa. J. PARRISH 


Specialty is Stamps on Approval, issués 
no price list but 


SELLS 


only from Sheets, and offers to Collectors 
from a large and fine stock of Foreign and 
U.S. Postage, U. 8. Revenue, Match and 
Medicine 


STAMPS VERY CHEAP 
_ Send a 2c, hott and promise to return 
in seven days, and receive a sheet 

ON APPROVAL. 


406 Holmes Street, 
KANSAS CITY, MO. 
A.P.A. 44 


Auction Sale. 


Our first sale will be in January. 
A very fine collection of Rare and 
very Desirable Stamps will be sold 
in lots. 

Send for Catalogue. 


HENRY GREMMEL, 


85 Nassau St., N. Y. City. 

Send reference and receive our ap- 

proval sheet. Boys wanted in every 

school to sell stamps at good commis- 
sion. 


The Philatelic News. 


A first-class monthly journal, devoted entirely to 
Philately. It contains interesting articles by the 
foremost writers of the day on 


PHILA Exe 


Its subscription price is 15¢c, per year to the 
United States, Canada and Mexico. All other 
countries 25¢, 

It is the best Philatelic paper of its size in 
the World!!! 
ADVERTISING RATES SENT ON APPLICATION 
SAMPLE COPY FREE, 


Address H.B. WILBER &CO., 
14-16 MAIN ST., CAMBRIDGEBORO, PA. 








MANAGER, 


DP 
CRAVI ne(o F. SHEFFIE., 


SEND FOR 


ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE 





AND 


PRICE LIST. 


12 





St [T\ineralogy..e. 


Mineralogical Notes. 


A mountain in North Carolina is com- 
posed of ‘‘ flexible sandstone,” and pieces 
of the stone cut out at random all exhibit 
the same properties. The movement 
seems to be more of a laxity in the ad- 
hesion than an elasticity. 


There has been discovered, four miles 
south of Rattle Snake Springs, in Wash- 
ington Territory, an extensive ledge of 
marble, in which beautiful trees or plants 
of moss are as frequent and as clearly 
defined as in the moss agate, though the 
marble is not translucent. The body of 
the stone is mostly white, with splotches 
of pink and blue between the bunches of 
moss. 

Quicksand is composed chiefly of small 
particles of ‘mica mixed largely with 
water. The mica is so smooth that the 
fragments slip upon each other with the 
greatest facility, so that any heavy body 
which displaces them will sink, and con- 
tinue to sink, until a solid bottom is 
reached. When particles of sand are 
ragged and angular, any weight pressing 
on them will crowd them together until 
they are compacted into a solid mass. 
A sand composed of mica or soapstone, 
when sufficiently mixed with water, seems 
incapable of such consolidation. 


The most celebrated silver mines of 
Europe are in Norway and Sweden, and 








those of Mexico and Peru are in the cen- 


tre of the chain of the Andes, in the most 
cheerless regions of perpetual snow; 
there are mines also in the _ north 
of Asia, but none have yet been dis- 
covered in Africa. The most productive 
mines in the world are those of South 
America and the United States. Na- 
tive, or. as it is sometimes called, virgin 
silver, is not only met with in masses, 
but in large patches, beautifully branch- 
ing out from the central deposit, o 
sometimes extending into an entangled 
net. Herrera, the Spanish historian, at- 
tributes the discovery of the silver mines 
of Potosi in Peru to the fact of an In- 
dian hunter having pulled up a shrub. 
and found its rcots entwined with fila- 
ments of pure silver, which turned out 
to be ramifications from an enormous 
mass of metal. Silver is frequently met 
with in lead ore. 
—_————_ oe 


CATARRH, 
Catarrhal Deafness—Hay Fever—A New 
Home Treatment. 


Sufferers are not generally aware that 
these diseases are contagious, or that 
they are due to the presence of living 
parasites in the lining membrane of the 
nose and eustachian tubes. Microscopic 
research, however, has proved this to be 
a fact, and the result of this discovery is 
that a simple remedy has been formu- 
lated whereby catarrh, catarrhal deaf- 
ness and hay fever are permanently 
cured in from one to three simple appli- 
cations made at home by the patient 
once in two weeks. 

N. B.—This treatment is not snuff or 
an ointment; both have been discarded 
by reputable physicians as injurious. A 
pamphlet explaining this new treatment 
is sent on receipt of ten cents by A. H. 
Dixon & Son, 337 and 339 West King 
Street, Toronto, Canada.—Christian Ad- 
vocate. 

Sufferers from Catarrhal troubles 
should carefully read the above. 
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LADY Agents $10 a day 5 RE, new rubber undergar- 
ment. Mus. H. F. LITTLE, Chicago, IL. 





Pree of your future 


Husband or Wite FREE ! 
Send Stamp for Postage. 


CLIMAX CO. CHICAGO, ILL. 
Send address on postal jor pamphlet 
“How to get correspondence for fun 
of matrimony.” The P. C. AGENCY, 
i Leslie, Mich. 


$5 to “Certain Catarrh Cure,” Athens, Ga., gets 6 
bots. prepaid. CURES catarrh, sore throat, etc. 
Book free. 53. 


WeMman’s WORK, Athens, Ga., 50e. a year. Prac- 
tical, attractive, helptul. No cranky theories. 
Copy, 4c. 53. ° 


LADY AGENTS clear $150 Monthly with my new 


Rubber Undergarment, fer ladies only. 














Proof free Mrs. H. F. Livre, Chicago, Tl. 


ON INSECT COLLECIING, LUG. Dy Mrau, 
A book approved by the Agassiz Association. 


GEO. H. RICHMOND, 210 Ninth St., Brooklyn, N.Y. 
ees Fe ee ince 


story and comic papers, 10c. a pound, 
by mail. Money refunded if no satis- 
Press, Box 3259, New York City. 


MAGAZINES 


tied. 





| WART the name and address of every agent. FOR 
A SPECIAL PURPOSE, Send quickly. Address 
W. EB. MeCHRISTIE, 159 Malin, Cincinnati, 0, 











ELECTRICITY Cures Catarrh 
Headache, etc. Agents make $50 


t a LE a day, either sex. Address: 


U. 8. HOME MFG. CO., B. Dept., CIIICAGO, ILL 





SAMPLE of our “Nonparell Portrait” for 7c. 


A $2.5 Terms free. More good specialtios than 


any house in the U.S., Jwt the Thing, 
THE VONPARELL PHOTO COPYING CO.,, Cincinnati 0, 


TO THE LADIES. 


No humbug. Sachet of fine, lasting Hellotrope 

perfume for 10 cents in stamps, or In any quantity. 
J. V. HOFFMAN, Chemist, 

113 Madison ave., Baltimore, Md. 











S$$$S For TEN CENTS we will insert 

your address in our Agents Directory 
which gocs to Publishers, Manufacturers and Dealers 
all over the U. 8. and you will receive hundreds of 
Papers, Magazines, Catalogues, Samples, etc., which 
will bring you dollars. LzapER to., New Haven, Conn. 















. 
Photo-Copying. 
AGENTS WANTED 

A MONT and $2.00 Outfit Free! 
§ | fj State to collect smal! pictures to copy and 
enlarge to a beautiful Oil Painting. The 
biggest thing out. Send for circulars, etc. 
N. WINSLOW & CO., 274 Grand St., N. Y. 
COLD EDGECARDS 
15c. PER 100. $1.40 PER 1000. 
A Large and Elegant Assortment. 
Ir INTING PRESS minke 
| AER Relf-inker PRINTING PRESS 
ANT: #- With Script type outfit, $5 
ack Sample Visiting Cards & Catalogue, Ge. 


Agents Wanted in every 
Restorative Copying Co. Address: 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL 2 CHRISTMAS CARDS 
. Roller and Case» complete, for 81.50. 
KS) W.O. EVANS, 50 N. Uti St.. Phiedelphia 








. 

‘J 

. 

° A correct image of yourself 
. § N° or any other articlein postage 
ope : | wie stamp form. They are also 
oh ee: P * gummed and perforated. 

8 100 for $1.50. 

° * Send 2c, stamp for sample 
4 ° and illustrated circulars. Ad- 
é : 

’ 


’ H. A. HYATT, 
*N, E. Cor. 8th & Locust Sts., 
PAT. JULY 12, ‘87 St. Louis, Mo. 


= ee §c"“X“— —_—-—-—--’-,-/ RS] —_ ——vOm— SS i. — — v_}j OG oa‘ _. _<_3<Onc—nc_—_——— 





fu | Daisy Telephone,com-| 12 Little 
i | plete, $1.00, Works rite he 
i perfectany distance,’ for 15 cts, @ 
“S.C. DYKE, Mapu'fr, Axnon, O.' 
SOMETHING NEW! 
The Junior Printing and Marking Outfit 


A 4-A set of Metal-Bodied Rubber Type for 

Marking Clothing, Printing Cards, ion with 

Holder, Indelible Ink, &c., onl 50 cents, 

postpaid, to any address, THE VICLOK 

STAMP CO., Manufacturers Rubber Stamps, 
Send for circulars. 


CHEAP READING! 


We will send back numbers of story papers. maga- 
zines, etc., post paid, at 12 cents per pound. They are 
now cheap publications, butof the highestgraae. Often 
a single copy sent in a package would cost more than 
we ask for the whole pound, if bought of publishers or 
at news stands. They cost us nothing, being sent us 
with our advertisements inserted, and we are glad to 
distribute to our customers at expense of mailing, etc. 
You cannot fail to be pleased with a package. Many 
of our customers who first sent for one, now send for 
three 4 a 1 beaming & month, 

ox 3061. Hub Subscriptio 
Mention PLAIN TALK, BOSTON, Masaeeney 


FREE READING! 


If you have not decided what papers to subscribe for, 
send us your address, with 10 cents, silver, and we will 
forward your name to publishers who will send you 
magazines and papers of every description in abun. 
dance. It is the best investment you can make ofa dime. 
It will yield BIG returns. ‘iry it. Subscribe to no 
paper without getting our price. We can save you 
money. Satisfaction guaranteed or money retuned: 


THE HUB SUBSCRIPTION AGENCY, 
Box 3061. BOSTON, MASS. 
(Mention PLAIN TALK.) 


JOB PRINTING 


FREE BY- AAT 

100 xx 6-inch Envelopes, any wording, 40¢.; 250 
for $1; 100 6-1b, note heads, any wording, 40¢.; 250 
for $1; 100 business cards, any wording, 40¢.; 250 
for $1; 5x8 statements at same price, 250 3x5 
circulars, 200 words or less, 50c. REMEMBER, 
these are BEST QUALITY of goods, and sent 
POSTPAID anywhere in the U.8. Address 


WILKINSON, ‘THE PRINTER,” 


LESLIE, MICH, 


Grand Coimbinat’n Package 


THIS PACKAGE CONTAINS 
All the following Cards, Games and useful Articles, 
which will be sent in a neat box, postpaid, for 25 
cents. Guaranteed to please every purchaser. 
One Pack Courting Cards, (25 styles). 
One Pack Conversation Cards, (25 styles). 
One Pack New I1l’d Acquaintance Cards, (6 styles). 
One Pack Yum Yum Cards, 
One Pack Love Cards, (new). 
One apes Nose Poking Cards, (new, assorted, 6 
styles ) 
One Sars Comic Flirtation Cards (assorted, 6 
atyles. 
One Pack Escort Cards. 
One Pack Invitation Cards, 
One Pack Overtakers. (Best thing out.) 
One Pack O B Cautious Cards. 
One Pack Popping Question Cards. 
The Standard Beau Catcher. 
One Sheet Parlor Magic. 
Fifty Best Conundrums. 
Twenty Choice Games for Parties. 
A New Love Letter. 
Describing a Husband, Ete. 
Kowical Konversation. (Komic). 
The Game of Fortune. 
The Gaine of Fox and Geese. 
The Game of Nine Men Morris 
The Album Writer’s Friend. 
The Great Animal Puzzle. 
The Game of Forfeits, (very laughable). 
One Hundred Choice Album Verses, (select). 
The Great Eureka Prize Puzzle. 
How to Tell a Lady’s Age, (make lots of fun.) 
One Fortune Telling Tablet. (Best.) 
One Calendar for 1889. 
One Collection of Songs. 
One Dream Book, and 
The Science of Palmistry, which alone is worth 
dollars to anyone, * 
ALL the above in a-neat box, with cireulars of other 
goods, for only twenty-tive cents, post-paid by mail. A 
big seller. Postal-note or silver preferred. Will give 
special inducements for Clubs, if requested, When sam- 
pie box is ordered. Address, 
5s. M. BOWLES, 
Bennington, Vermont. 


























So Oe: es ee . 











Conpuctrep By ‘ Fisco.” 
Address all communications pertaining to this De- 
rtment to EDGAR D, MELVILLE, Puzzle Editor PLAIN 
‘ALK, 924 Upland Street, Chester, Pa. 











the October Number. 


No.1: Base-ball. 
No.2: Pigeon. 
Canary. 
Eagle. 
Robin. 
No. 3: 
PRIZE WINNER. 
Ps ee ee! 
ee etrr Bo 
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Sarah Hrbek, Cedar Rapids, [a. 


NEW PUZZLES. 


DIAMOND. 
1. A letter. 
2. A placard. 
3. The sea. 
4. To corrode. 
5. A letter. 
Cedar Rapids, Ja.—Sarah Hrbek, 
No. 2: 


No. 1: 


DOUBLE ACROSTIC. 


(Words of four letters). 
1. Dress. 
2. Scarce. 
i Name of a man. 


5. Sound. 
Primals and finals, two generals. 


—Solon. 
DECAPITATIONS. 

You may talk of your peaches and apples 
so fair, 

Blackberries, grapes, and your wines so 
rare, 

The pride of your Nation, you think 
without doubt, 

But ALL is a staple that gives them the 
rout. 


In the FIRST of the season when all is 
so hot, 

When it’s a misery to Second, and you 
groan at your lot, 

Then LAST once you should go to a 
dairy near by, 

And get some cooked ALL just for to try. 


PRIZES. 


A copy of Daniel Deronda and a large 
bundle containing an assortment of peri- 
odicals. 

The above named prizes will be award- 
ed on the following plan: If an even 
number of correct answers are received 
they will be sent to the one sending the 
middle correct answer, unless divisible 
by 5, in which case they will be given 
for the last correct answer. 

Answers to puzzles appearing in this 
issue will be published in the February 
number, and answers will be received up 
to January 10, 1890, but no answer after 
that date will count. 

Complete lists of answers were re- 
ceived from the following named puz- 
zlers : Sarah Hrbek, Abbie F’. Baker, Mrs. 
B. F. Murdock, jr,, and ‘“‘ Fancy.” 

The following named puzzlers sent in- 
complete lists: Bertha Valentine, Belle 
Babcock, Libbie D. Murphy, and Albert 
Pennell. 

We also wish to extend our thanks to 
Geo. D. Thomas and Sarah Hrbek for a 
number of good contributions received 
from them. ) 





* PLAIN TALK - 





PUZZLERS ! TAKE NOTICE, 

On or about February 10, 1890, the 
editor of this department expects to be- 
gin the publication of a PUZZLERS’ 
DIRECTORY. Send your name and ad- 
dress, accompanied with 5 cents, at once 
for insertion. Every one whose name is 
inserted therein will receive a copy free. 
Address communications to the editor of 
Puzzledom. | 








erExchanges.e 


Exchange notices are inserted free of charge, but it 
must be understood that we can take no Sig py tye 
concerning exchanges effected by means of this depar 
ment, neither will the reliability of exchangers be guar- 
anteed. To avoid any misunderstanding in the matter, 
it would be advisable for those contemplating exchang- 
ing to write for particulars to tle addresses before send- 
ing the articles desired. Notices must be plainly and 
concisely written and on one side of the poe only. 
Send as often as you vlease, but not more than one no- 
tice for asingleissue. Notices of more than 40 words not 





inserted. IJ’ree to subscribers only. 








A Bb cornet, good as new, Ww exchange for a Butcher 
Hub Cyclometer for bicycle. Must bein good coudi- 
tion. Or will sell cornet cheap. C. A. FAVOUR, 65 
Washington St., Chicago, IIL, 53. 

A Wells, Fargo & Co.’s unused one cent newspaper 
stamp for every 100 United States stamps of any kind, 
Stamps must have paper off backs, A. DAVISON, Hel- 
metta, N, J. 


If you want a dog for a pet, hunter or watch dog, get 
a Cooker Spaniel. They are handsome, intelligent and 
not expensive. For sale at Mount Waite Kennel, So. 
Framingham. Address, O. B. GILMAN, 40 Boylston 
Street, Boston, Mass. 55 


A lovely complexion and beantiful hair within reach 
ofall; nothing hurtful or poisonous; combination of 
fruits and flowers; a remedy which heals and beautities 
atonce. Simple, cheap, and reliable. Agents wanted. 
Liberal terms, particulars, five cents. Address: H., 
Box 36, Wells, York Co., Maine. 55 


Rudge Coventry rotary tandem tricycle, all nickel- 
plated, for a gasoline launch. GRO. A. RITTINGER, 83 
ast 10th St., New York City. 55 


Wanted-—Telescope, microscope, histories and other 
books not of fiction. Will exchange cloth-bound books 
for same. J. R. K., 447 Elk St., Albany, N. Y. 55 


Cigarette pictures to exchange. 
soldiers for any other kind, flags 
Whitney Livingston, Islip, L. I. 54 

Receipts for good Hair Restorer, to ebonize 
wood, to silver plate upon ribbon, to grow 9 
chemical plant in glass jar, five cents in pee 
J. V. Hotrman, Chemist, 113 Madison Ave. Balti- 
more, Md. 54 

What have you to exchange for Directions for 
making Rubber Stamps? Write first. H. Wolfing- 
ton, 1218 Ogden St., Philadelphia. 54 

A $ 1-8x5 1-8 Excelsior self-inking press, good as 
new, togetner with three fonts of type, 10llers, cuts, 
brass rules, etc., and 1200 visiting cards, for best 
money offer. Elvin R. Heiberg, 142 S. 6th St., La 
Crosse, Wis. 54 

For Sale Cheap.—Card printing press and outfit 
and Grave’s target gun. How much «am I offered 
for each? Will exchange 25 cent stamp album with 
$1 stamps for best offer of ci are t2 pictures. Benj. 
43. Benedict, Patterson, N. Y. 64 

A gvod double-barrel, breech-loading shot gun 
to exchange for a bicycle. Shot gun in good con- 
dition. Nelson Bell, Noblestown, Pa. 54 

A $130 54-inch Harvard bicycle for sale for 
$55 cash, or will exchange for best offer. Ball 
bearing, biass hubs, nickle finish, solid enamel 
spokes, and has every modern wheel improvement. 
Address: E. N. Powell, Farmington, Del. 54 

U. S. stamps for others of same lacking in my 
collection of 500. Send lists or sheets. Old U.S. 
stamps, in quantities, purchased. H, A. Bricker, 
105 Liberty St.. Alleghenv. Pa. 54 

I will give a V nickle, 188’, for 10 30c. brown or 
2 90c. purple U. S. 1888 issue. Chas. A. Town- 
send, Akron, Ohio. 54 

A collection of over 200 stamps including Nova 
Scotia, New Brunswick and Newfoundland, cata- 
logued by Scott, over $6.00. _ Will sell or exchange 
for best offer. Frank W. Taylor, P. O. Box 55, 
Moncton, N. B. 54 

I have 40 square cut U. S. envelope stamps 
(catalogued at #3), to exchange for old U. S. os 
Confederate adhesives (on original envelopes pre- 
ferred.) Will. P. Gregg, Paris, Ill. 54. 

WANTED.—U. S. and South American stamps ; 
have for exchange novels, stamp and curiosity 
papers and stamps. Small camera for $1. Want- 
ea, also to buy or trade for dry plates. H. P. 
Simpson, Tuskaloosa, Ala. 56. 

A fine, large, unpolished buffalo horn for the 
best offer of Indian relics or curiosities, or for 
a fiute. Fossils to exchange for curios and 
relics. D. M. Andrews, Milton, Wis. 54. 

Will exchange a book “ How to Do Business-” 
worth 15 cents, for ten good novels, or 25 phil- 
atelic papers. 10 varieties of stamps for every 
20 ae i U. S. stamps (any issue), sent me. Ad- 
dress Geo. P. Jacobson, Box 217, Calmar, arr 


Will give 
excepted. 


4 
1,000 common arrow points, rough or slight- 
ly mutilated, and 100,000 fossils, to exchange 
for stamps or coins in_ good condition; will be 
out up in lots of any desired quantity, but will 
be sent by express at exchanger’s expense. Prof. 
G. K. Grum, 170 East 3d st,, New Albany, > vod 
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“Fort Ancient.” 





A NEW WORK ON 


OHIO VALLEY ANTIQUITIES 


WARREN K. MOORHEAD, 


ASSISTED BY COMPETENT SCIENTISTS FROM 
WASHINGTON AND ELSEWHERE. 





Fort Ancient is in central Warren, 
County, Ohio; it is recognized by all 
archaeologists, whether American or for- 
eign, to be the greatest and best pre- 
served earthwork to be found in the 
Mississippi Valley. Mr. Moorhead, with - 
a party of surveyors, spent the entire 
summer at this enclosure. The whole 
structure was explored, surveyed, photo- 
graphed and mapped. The result of the 
labors of the party is placed before the 
public by Robert Clarke, the Cincinnati 
publisher, in a large volume which con- | 
sists of 210 pages, thirty-five full page 
illustrations, a large folding map of the 
structure and surrounding country. 

Illustrated Prospectus mailed free to 
any address. 


PRICE oF Werk, $2.00, PosTPAID. 
W. K. MOORHEAD, 


Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington, D. C. 


WEBSTER 


THE BEST INVESTMENT 
For the Family, School, or Professional Library. 








_— i — 


Has been for many years Standard 
Authority in the Govt Printing 
Office ad U.S. Supreme Court. 

Itis Highly Recommended ty 38 State 
Sup’ts of Schools and the leading 
College Presidents. 

Nearly all the Schoo! Books pib- 
lished in this country are based upon 
Webster, 4s attested by the leading School 
Book Publishers, | 

3000 more .Words and nearly 
2000 more Engravings thal ay 
Other American Dictionary. 


GET THE BEST. 


Sold by all Booksellers, Mlustrated Pamphlet 
with specimen pages, etc., sent free. 


G, & C. MERRIAM & CO., Pub’rs, Springfield, Mass. 
























School Teachers and 
Send 12 cents for 12 samples of large, hand- 
some illuminated cards, suitable for Schvol Re- 
wards, Christmas or Birthday. These cards 
would retail for about 25 cents, 

Address: TOWNSEND & ROYER. 

173 S. Howard St., Akron, O. 

The amount sent for sample cards will be de- 
ducted from first order amounting to 60 cents 
or over, 



























Have you a Drawing, Print, Map, Plat, Engraving, Photograph, or any kind 
of picture that you would like to have from two to ten times its 


size? If you have, then this is for you to read. ; 
. . > 
The enlarging ci pictures has been quite a profitable business, and many firms employ agents at a good 
salary to solicit orders 12 such work. Are you satisfied with the prices you have been paying, or would you : 
care to possess an . 
FOR LESS ATNONEY THAN YOU WOULD PAY FOR A SINGLE ORDGR? = 
The outfit consists of a hard wood Pantograph which can be adjusted either to REDUCE a large picture 
or ENLARGE a srail one. , 
50 sticks of choice Wiliow Charcoal (French). ; z 
f doz. sheets of Royal Academy Charcoal Paper, assorted tints, size of sheet 19 x 25 
INCUES, 
& sets of Corite Crayons. 
{ doz. German Siiver Thumb Tacks, and Ue . : 
{ doz. assorted sizes Paper Stomps. ‘These Stomps are indispensible for toning down 
drawing, without their use more than twice as much time would be required to finish a picture, 
This enurs 6..4t, with directions for operating the Pantograph, will be mailed to any address in the 
United States for $1.75. To insure greater safety enclose 10 cents for registration. Parts of this outfit 
supplied at any time. As we have the only exclusive ART STORE in the city, we can favorably compete 
with any one in Artists’ supplies. For Holidays we are making a specialty of two fine lines of pictures suita- 
ble for presents and well worth a handsome frame. Send for our circulars. 
Remember, the entire outfit delivered by mail for $1.75. 


LOWNSEND & ROYER, 


{73 S. Howard Street, Akron, O. 








GOOD FOR 50 CENTS. 
Cut this out, for this card and 60 cents cash 
or postage stamps will pay for 10 choice pieces 


MACIC TRICKS» 


——AND—— 
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club members sells us 
8 watches in each 
S39 Watch Club, and wegetcash from }j 
the Club for each watch before it goes |fijine 
out, though each member only pays 
$x a week.g@ This is why we give you 
more for your money than any one else = 
and why we are doing the largest fm 
watch business in the world. We sell 
only first quality goods, but ourjfjjjlliiii 
prices are about what others get for sec- mw 
ond quality.Our $240 SilverWatch 
isa substantial Silver (sof tutitation of |i 
any kind) Stem-Wind American Lever |f§ 
Watch—cither hunting case or open. |fz2. 
Our $25.00 Watchiis a Stem-wind, |fF 
Openf'ace, first quality, etiffened Gold |g 
AmericanLeverW atch ,guarantccd to it 
wear 20 years, It is fully equal to any ili 
watch sold for $38 by others. We find . 
a first-class Stiffened Gold Case much [fj 
more satisfactory and serviceable than 
Bhi any Solid Gold Case thatcan besoldat 
Hi8| less than double the money, as cheap 
fe) solid cases are invariably thin, weak, 
sof low quality, and-worthlcss after |] 
uae) short use. Our $28 Watch contains With 
ie] humcrous important patcnicd im-]Ryr 
provements, of vital importance to accur- 
ate timing——/’atent Dustdrcof, Patent Stem|h 
Wind, &c., which we controlexclusively. It}isshe 
isfully cquilfor accuracy, appearance, dura-|f 
bility and service, to any $75 Watch, eithcr|IPe 
Open Face or Hunting. Our€43.60 Rail- |i 
road Watch is cspecially constructed for|f 
the mostexacting use, and js the best Rail- 
road Watch made, Open Face or Hunting, |B) 
All these prices are either all cash ov in clubs, | 


$1.00 a week. An Ajax Watch 
Insulator given firce with each Wutch. 


The Keystone Watch Club Co¢ 


Malin Office In Co’s Gwn Building 
904 WALKUT ST. PHILACA. PA, 
Agents Wanted, 


Ajax Watch Insulator, $1.00 
A perfect protection against magnetism. - 
Piany tch. Sent by mail on receipt 
of price, (7 We refer to any Commercial Agency, 










OTTO MAURER, 321 Bowery, New York. 








)\ Imperial Self-Inking Stamp, pen & pencll 

Any namein Rubber, {§ cents. Club of 8, for $] bill 

= ” . - : —— Marks 
hy - 

Dian anything 

> Name,Town & Stateon,20c Clubof8,$1.40 


Ru bber Stamp Co. New Haven, Conn 
Est. 1876. Best references. Store & factory, 11413 Center St. 
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ONDA SeSEDETAGN IY 


ARNO MUSI ARBACH'S 
4 BOX & PoLLER 


PLAYS ‘ami On, 
ANY TUNE. Cylinders, 25¢.4N 


: : , LANTERNS & Views 
For Sale and Wanted. 

- Music Boxes, Organettes, Pho- 

; to. Outfits. STEAM ENGINES, 


Flectric Mechanical Noveliies, §c, Oatalogues Frees. 
HARBACH & OV., 809 Filberr St., Philada, Pa 
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This beautiful song, together with 
ay 100 other latest songs, worns and musrte 

ay complete, will be given, ABSOLUTELY 

ma FREE, to pal one sending only 10c for 

fae a three months trial to the t 

ae Over 500,000 prorpLe read HOME CIRCLE. 

mouth. We want 200,000 more. 

The HOME CIRCLE is ably edited, splene 
didly illustrated, and altogether one of 
the most fascinating papers publi-hed, 
m Remember, 100 SONGS, words aud music 
& coniplete, and the HOME CIMCLE for 

m Caly 10 cts. Address y 

THE HOME CIRCLE, 

314 Olive Street, 

Sr. Louis, Mo. 

















































ie t * A of Sheet Music, usually sold for ¢5 to $10. Cata- 

Kat = Sg a tt df ee Jugglers’ Goods for Amusement and logue mailed free for you to select from, Order it. 

50 8, DUYRE SS GANS j S. R. HUYETT, St. Joseph, Mo. 

iee8| instalment system, sex Stage Performing. i = 

jeg) @ wholesale spot cash Send 15 cents in stamps for large Illustrated Lf 7 
pag System tous. ‘The Catalogue, Price List tree. d 
pula] Co-operation of the 


m@ will be distributed among the first 
A 143 persons who return this ad- 
vertisement showing by plain ink 
ke lines how to reach the center of 
} fy the puzzle, entering at the edge 
@ and noterossing a bluck line. The 
first person showing the correct 
way to enter will receive $50, the 
second person $15, the third $10, 
the next 15 persons $5 each, the 
or next 25 persons $3 each, the next 

100 persons $1 each, If you do not get one of the largest amounts 
you have 142 chances for one of the others, ‘This offer ts made 
tointroduce the CILIMNEY CORNER in sew homes and compe- 
titors must send 30 cts in payment for six months’ subseription. 
it comprises 16 pages, 64 colums, is hendsomely printed and 
elezantly illustrated. Further comment is unnecessary as every- 
body has heard of the Chimney Corner. No charge is mad for 
your chance, as 30c, is the regulay price charged for the paper. 
Four trials for @1.. Don't delay but write at once and win the 
big award, Contest closes January 5. Names and addresses of 
winners will appear in the Chimney Corner of January 15. For 
only 50 cts. you may ret €50. One cent stamps same as cash. 
Aadrnes THE ONENESS FOOTED BF KA S ae etlare on 


NO HOME! 


Is complete without AMERICAN KB 
HOUSEKEEPING, the bet La- ie 
dies Llome Journal puvtished. 86l 
pages monthly, Complete cnall te 
of interest to Home Folks. Scr 
Short S , Household Beons 
keeping Home) 
Vork, Etiquette. mm 
Day I iene and 
Cc . Contributors: Oli 
T. Miller, Mrs. C. E. Cheney, Olive 
Harper, Margaret Moore. IL. M. Poole 
Margarete Spencer, Jennie Jur 
Marina H. Davidson, ete, Suabseri 
tion $1.00 per year. Sample copy free. Baw 
} On receipt aaa 
A FAC | j of 21.00 weiya 
*\ © will senda 
AMERICAN HOUSEKERPING for One gRgt 
Year, and mako you a valuable present mayer 
Py Worth’s French Tailor System of fe 
Dress Cutting (retail price $10.00). 
Any lacy can cnt and fit all garments} 









































with it, Mention this paper. This offer is bona fide.-aamy 
[PL] Address American Ho keeping. Be 
me mrp a = 
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VS OPLAIN= TALKS: 








No. 5 BEEKMAN STREET, NEW YORK, 


BY 
PLAIN TALK PUBLISHING COMPANY 
(INCORPORATED, ) 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES, 
IN ADVANCE, 
Per Annum......... 50 cents. | Six Months........ 25 cents. 





ADVERTISING KATES. 

Per line, pe. insertion, 10 cents; per inch, 75 cents; per 
column, $6.00. Space less than one column must be paid 
at inch rates; less than one inch at line rates. Ten per 
cent. discount for 6 months; 20 percent. for 1 year. 
enter at and all advertisements subject to ap- 
proval, 














Entered as second-class matter at the New York, N. Y., 
Post-Office. ‘ 
NEW YORK, DECEMBER, 1889. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE. 


The subscription list of the publication known as 

Luray Breezes” has been combined with PLAIN 
TALK’s. For many years “ Kreezes”’ was issued from 
Luray, Va., and haa alarge listof subscribers and many 
wari friends throughout all the Southern and Kastern 
States. It was afterwards removed to this city, and, 
after a time, the consolidation mentioned above was 
brought about. 

PLAIN TALK gives grecting to each subscriber to 
“Luray Breezes,” and trusts that a long and pleasant 
acquaintance may be the result of the union. 


Elmer E. McWethy, of Pavilion Centre, 
N. Y., has issued a new catalogue of stone 
and flint implements, which he will send 
free to all collectors who apply for it. 

——— —. +e —___—_ 

“Please find inclosed postal note for 
which insert my advertisement as last 
month. I am well satisfied with your 
paper, as it pays.’—Edward Vail, Madi- 
son, Ind. 

a > 

** Please accept my thanks for the two 
prize books. ‘Plain Talk” is doing a 
noble work for the masses, through its 


columns. Long may it prosper.’—F., 
Freeport, Pa. 
————$ oo 


We call special attention to the adver- 
tisement of S. M. Bowles, under caption 
of ‘Grand Combination Package.” 
There is a large variety of cards, games, 

lays and the like in this box. Mr. 

Bowles is reliable and one of the con- 

tributors to “ Plain Talk.” 
—___—_4¢——__. 


For 75 cents any present subscriber to 
“Plain Talk” may renew his or her own 
subscription, and also have the paper 
sent for one year to any friend. In other 
words, 75 cents will pay for one new and 
one old subscription. No better holiday 
gift for a young friend can be found than 
a year’s subscription to “ Plain Talk.” 


——___+ e+--___ 


Before deciding on Christmas gifts for 
their friends, every reader of this paper 
would do well to carefully peruse the list 
of books given on another page. Dur- 
ing the present month we offer to send 
any one of the books post-paid for 50 
cents, or will give one free to every per- 
son, who sends 50 cents, for a yeai's 
subscription to ‘‘ Plain Talk” and also 10 
cents additional for postage on the book. 
Each book is a handsome 12mo. regular 
dollar size, bound in cloth and gilt, and 
if not satisfactory when received can be 
returned. Books will be promptly sent, 
but it is best to make a second choice 
when ordering, in case any book should 
be out of stock. Do not pass this offer 
lightly by, but take advantage of it. 
Present subscribers can take advantage 
of this offer by advancing their sub- 


scriptions a year. 


000 BUSINESS CARDS, $1. Send Stamp for FREE , 
Samples. World Co. 71 Green, Vin ti, 0. 
eee 
WAN'CED FOR SECRET SEKVICE, 

Intelligent young men, eeahle of acting as detec. 
tives, For full particulars, xddress VHF INTIERNA- 
TIONAL SECRET SERVICKE (Incorporated), No. 
$34 Broadway, New York City. 


5U* PRINTING BUTTS 2: 


and 10¢ MAGIC HA‘ (25° |g 


postpald on receipt of 25c. silver |§ 
vs. 3 sets G0o., 6 sets ie 
31.10), Titls 13 A WONDER. 
PUL OFFER. Outtic used for PA 
ecting uy names, printing curds, mark- |f 
7 ing linen, books, envelopes, papers, ete.; 
7 contains 3 alnhabets neat typc, type holder, 
indelible ink, pad, tweerers, all in neat 
oase with Directions, full Catalocue and terms, YOL 
can make MONEY at printing or selling outfics. 
Agents Wanted. Catalogue Free. Addresa 
TSQRPRSOTT & PRO AR Cultan Re SVs 
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Two or Three Good Writers 
WANTED. 


To do copying at home evenings. 
last all winter. Address with stamps 
* PUBLISHERS No, 9.” 

Galion, Ohio. 


MPLOYMENT! 


Work will 





Agents Make $175 a Month. 
The Beveridge Automatic Steam Cooker 
for the House-wife is «2 simple and conveni- 
ent method of Cooking. No burning, ne 
i; Odor, For coal, wood, coal oil, gas or gaso~ 
¥ line stoves. Cooks in less time, requires 
| less fuel. The nutrition is retained and 
the meal kept warm for hours. Five sizes 
to fit any stove. Agents wanted in every 
town and county. Write for terms. 
: WE. REVERT DGGE. Balto. Ma 


E 






MANACERS WANTED 


EVERYWHERE 
To take charge of our business. Advertise, distribute 
circulars and employ help. 

Wages $50 to $125 per Month. 
Expenses advanced. State experience. Wages ex- 
pected, also your preferences for home work or travel- 
ing. SLOAN & CO., Manufacturers, 

294 George Street, Cincinnati, Ohio. 























LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC CIRCLE. 
TWELFTH ANNUAL Course, 


ROMAN HISTORY AND LITERATURE, ART, 
PHYSICS, AND POLITICAL ECONOMY. 


150,000 ENROLLED, 
SYSTEMATIC SELF-EDUCATION, 


Address CHAUTAUQUA OFFICE, 
PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY 








iE Favorite Prescriptions of 

the Brightest Medical Minds 

in the world, as used by them in 

B the Hospitals of London, Paris, 
@ }serlin and Vienna. 


DISEASE. 


No. 1—Cures Catarrh, Hay lever, Rose 
Cold, Catarrhal Deatness. is 

W Ho. 2—Coughs, Colds, Bronchitis, Asth- 

ma, Consumption. A Peerless Remedy. 





Wo. 3—Rheumatism, Gout. , 
Wo, 4—Liver & Kidneys, Dyspepsia,In- 
: digestion, Constipation, brights Disease, 
4 Wo. 5—Fever and Ague, Dumb Ague, 
Malaria, Neuralpin. 
fe No, 6—E'emale Weakness, Irregulari- 


5 ties, Whites. AGoluenKemedy,  _ 
No. 7—A Perfect Tonic, which gives 
Health, Form and Fuiluess, Clear Com- 
ea = plexion, Good Blood and lots of it. 
a Wo. 8— Nervous Debility, Loss of Power 
mS §=6Jinpotence,an incomparable remedy. 
Livery bo:tle guaranieed to cure 
ita special disease ifCU RABLE nnd 
to g ve permanent relief AL\AYS. 
Descriptive Cirenlars sent fice on 
application. HOSPITAL, PEMEDY 
COMPANY, Toronto, Canada. 


RELIABLE 
~ACENTS 
WANTED. 
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See reas Jenne of PLAIN TALK for Important Announce- 
ment. 


SUE ee ee 
SHORTHAND PUPILS and ACENTS Wanted. 
ilualious; big pay. C.W. LOOMIS. Agt., Waterbury, Ct. 


Hidden Name, Bitk Fringe, Envelope ards, &r., 100 Latest Hones, 75 
Illustrated Pussies, 76 Games, and N Rook of Genuine Pards 





Yew Sample ke 
(not pictures.) Allonly4oents, HOME & Fours, CADIZ, OHiv. 





iG Fine Envelopes or Business Cards, printed as de- 
, sired, 30c., postpaid. 50 Visiting Cards, 10c¢, 
PIMES PRINIING Housk, Rashsylvaria, Onio. 


AND THE LOST 
CHILDREN. A story 
of early Vermont His- 
tory. Complete pam- 


phlet mailed for 2c. stamp. Press, box 3259, N. Y City. 


{00 FINE PRINTED ENVELOPES .:S/a or 2- 

80it.d color , wit: 1 ane, busiiess and andres 
on, all tor 4Uc. by mail postpaid. Cards and Letter 
Heads at same prices. AGENTS WANTED. Outfit 
for 10c. Our works are run by electricity. Estab- 
lished in 1874. Address Clarence Depuy, Wleting 
Block, Syracuse, N. Y. 


go Your Own Printiigedg 









Card Press $3. Circular Press $8 oy 
Newspaper size $44. Type setting 7D 
easy, printed rules. For business, 

home, oldor young. Send stamps /f 
S“oplor eatalog Press, Type, Cards, to 
factory Kelsey & Co. Meriden, Conn. 


ELEGTRIG POWDER 


. 
For cleaning gold and silver-plated ware, Ger- 
man silver, brass, copper, glass, tin, steel, or 
any material where a brilliant lustre is required. 
AGENTS WANTED. Send 15 cents for a sam- 
ple box, terms, ete. Address 
E. D. MELVILLE, Manufacturers, 


924 Upland st., Chester, Pa. 


ABRAHAM'S SURE CORN REMOVER. 


A permanent, speedy and painless cure for all Corns, 
Bunions, Callouses, Warts, etc. Will be sent to any 
part of the U.S. on es of 15c. Satisfaction guar- 
anteed or money refunded. AGENTS WANTED. 


Ss. ABRAHAM, Chemist, 
562 Grand. St., N: ¥.Cita. 


Thousands of Books, Papers, Samples, 
Catalogues, Cards, Pictures, ete., by 
mail, by sending us 10 CEN'I’S (silver) 
and having your ’ j 
name aerea the Agents Register, 
which is sent whirling all over the United States, to 
manufacturers, publishers, card and picture compa- 
nies, etc., and they will send you their samples, Every- 
body well pleased with their small investment. Re- 
member, only 10 CENTS. Send at once, Address, 
EDWARD VAIL, Madison, Ind., Box 246. 
{When writing please mention tunis paper.) 















NAPKIN RING enameled in jet, your name on 
it in gilt letters, 15c. 1 doz. plain $1.00. Sau.e, hand 
painted $1.50 doz. ODOR STAND and pin cushion, 
in old gold, blue or red plush natural shell sides, 
cut glass bottle, gilt base, 50c. PIN CUSHION, 
beautifully hand painted in floral designs, plush rib- 
led, silk ribobn hanger, six 2c. stamps. BOOKS! 1} 
bound in cloth, stamped in gold and black, 200 to 
500 pages, large print, extra paper, 1000 prominent 
works, 45c. All above sent postage paid. Enclose 
2c. stamp for circulars and prices. AGENTS, we 
are the manufactrvrers. deal with us direct. 

WING MFG. CO., Norwood, R. I. 


RHEUMATISM ‘citec’ 


Cured 
BY ROYAL RHEUMATISM REMEDY. 


Price, Only 25c. a bottie, post paid. 
Cures Inflammatory Rheumatism, Gent, Lame 


. stiff Joints. ete. Address, 
Back, ote soe OBT. WADE, Petersburg, Va 


HARMONICAS. The Celebrated “Hamburgen 
Richter” with its improved “ Bone Mouthpiece.” 
Unsurpassed as to purity and strength of tone. 
Silver Reeds, eleguntly finished, in any key, 25 cts. 
Postpaid. ; 

VIOLIN STRI*® CS.Strongest in the world. 


Russian Cut Strings, the tinest made, 20 cts. each, 
8 for $1.00. Mun’s Books and Strings for all instru- 
ments, best assortment and lowest prices in America, 
Before purchasing anything tn the Music line, write 
to K. fF. Fischer, <64 Seagwick 6t., Obicago Lils, 
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According to “ Life.” 
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RESTORATION IN 
TWENTY-NINTH. 





Look Here, Friend, Are You Sick. 

Do you suffer from Dyspepsia, Indi- 
gestion, Sour Stomach, Liver Complamt, 
Nervousness, Lost Appetite, Biliousness, 
Exhaustion or ‘lired Feeling, Pains in 
Chest or Lungs, Dry Cough, Nightsweats 
or any form of Consumption ? 
send to Prof. Hart, 88 Warren St., New 
York, who will send you free, by mail, a 
bottle of Floraplexion, which 1s a sure 


send to-day. 


———see 


cure. 


et (80; 


A New Method of Treating Disease—Hos- 


pital Remedies, 


There is a new departure in the treat- 


ment of disease. 


lection of the specifics used by 
specialists of Europe and America, and 
bringing them within the reach of all. 
For instance the treatment pursued by 
special physicians who treat indigestion, 


stomach and liver 
obtained and prepared. 


It consists in the col- 
noted 


troubles only, was 
The treatment 


of other physicians, celebrated for cur- 
ing catarrh were procured, and so on till 
these incomparable cures now include 
female 


disease of the lungs, 
weakness, rheumatism and 


kidneys, 
nervous de- 


bility. A circular describing these new 
remedies is sent free on rece.pt of stamp 
to pay postage, by the Hospital Remedy 
Company, ‘Toronto, Canada who are the 


sole proprietors for America. 
—- ~e@ ---—— 


How to “Lay Ofi” an Acre of Land Ex- 


actly. 


110 feet by 369 feet... 
120 feet by 363 feet... 
220 feet by 198 feet... 
240 feet by 1811-3 feet. 
440 feet by 60 feet... 


An acre contains 4840 squa 


re 


acre. 
acre. 
acre. 
acre. 
acre. 


yards. 


s PLAIN TALK « 


AK GNRISTMAS GIF’ 


The publishers of PLAIN TALK being desirous of offering some special attraction to subscribers during the 
month of December, have decided to give FREE any one of the following books, handsomely bound in cloth and 
gilt, to each new subscriber during the month of December. This offer positively expires on December 31. 
Ten Cents extra must be sent for postage, otherwise the book is a free gift. Name first and second choice 
and send at once. Present subscribers may take advantage of this offer by remitting their subscriptions 


before December 31. 


A Bachelor’s Blunder. W7E.Norris, 
A Carcinal Sin. Conway. 

Adam Bede. L£7io2. 

ZEsop’s Fables. 

Allan Quartermain. //aggard, 

A Lucky Young Woman, 

A House Party. Orda, 

A Fallen idol. 2. Anstey. 

A Modern Circe. he Duchess. 
Anne Grey. : 
Andersen’s Fairy Tales. 

American Chesterfield. 

As in a Looking Glass. F.C. PAilips. 
American Notes. Dickens. 

A Trooper’s Adventures. 

Arabian Nights. 

A Tale Of Three Lions. Haggard. 
A Terrible Temptation, Neade. 

A Wicked Girl. Afary Cecil Hay. 
A Peep at Number Il'ive. Trusta. 
Arnold’s Poems, 
American Humorists. 
Bacon's Essays. 
Bag of Diamonds. Geo. M Fenn. 
Baptized with a Curse. 

Beaton’s Bargain. A/rs.A lerander. 
Beecher, Henry Ward, Life of. 
Bede’s Charitv. Hesba Stretion. 
Biographical Sketches. Alartineanu. 
Bonaparte. De Puy. 

Bound by a Spell. Comway. 

Books of Songs and Ballads, 

Retsy Jane Ward. 

Barnaby Rudge. Dichens. 

Boy Conqueror. 

Boy’s Own Book'of Indoor Sports. 
Boy’s Own Book of Outdoor Sports. 
Brief Biographies. Sza#zles. 

British Female Poets. 

Browning, Mrs. Poems, 
Browning, Robt. Poems. 

Bryant’s Poems. 

Buffon’s Natural History. 

Buds and Blossoms, 7.8. Arthur. 
Burke on the Sublime and Beautiful. 
Burns’ Poetical Works, 

Byron’s Poetical Works. 

Rrown’s Bible Dictionary. 

Brown’s Concordance, 

By Woman's Wit. A/erander, 
Book of Gelden Deeds, Vonge. 
Charles XII., Life of. Voltaire. 
Calhoun, J. C., Life of. Jenkins. 
California, History of. Frost. 
Camille. Dumas, 

Campbell's Poetical Works. 

Carl Bartlett, a Story for Toys. 
Children of the Abbey. Rocke. 
Chinese Gordon. Ferdes. 

Cloister and the Hearth. Jeade. 
Comic Speaker. 

Corinne. De Stael. 

Course of Creation. Awnderson. 
Court and Times of George IV. 
Charlotte and Lucy Temple. 
Cressy's Rattles. 

Dwyer’s Builder. 

Dante's Inferno, 

Dawn. /fageard. 

David Copperfield, Dirkens. 
Dombey and Son. Dickens. 
Dickens’ Child’s England. 

Dickens’ Christmas Stories, 
Dickens’ Character Sketches. 

Dr. Jekylland Mr Hyde. Stevenson. 
Dodd's Beauties of Shakespeare, 
Don Quixote. 
Dora Thorne. 
Daniel Deronda, 
Dick Chevelry. 
Duke's Secret. Braeme. ° 
Fast Lynne. Wad. 
Economical Coo.: Book. 

Eliot’s, George. Poems. 
Elizabeth, the Exiles of Siberia. 
Emerson's Essays. 

English Harry, a Story for Boys. 
Europe. //orace Greeley. 

Evil Genius. ColZ/ns. 
Explorations and Adventures, 
Famous Boys. age. 

Famous Men, 
Fair Women. 
Family Cyclopedia. 
Faust. Goethe. 
Felon’s Bequest. Du Boisgobey. 
Frozen Pirate. Russedd. 

Favorite Poems. 

Felix Holt. £Z/ot. 

Five Weeks ina Balloon. Verne, 
Flowers From Fairy Land, Sith, 


Address plainly: 


THaweis. 


Braeme. 
Eliot. 
Kingston. 


Mrs. Forrester. 
Williams, 


PLAIN TALK PUBLISHING CO., P. 0. 


Footprints of Fate. 

France, History of. Yonge. 

Germany, History of. Yonge. 

Gems of Prose and Poetry, 

Goethe’s Poetical Works, 

Goldsmith's Poetical Works, 

Good Measure. £r/chkson. 

Gracie Goodwin, a Story for Girls. 

Great Expectations. Dirhevs. 

Grandfather’s Chair. //awthorne, 

Grimm’s Household Stories. 

Gulliver’s Travels. Szez/t. 

Hawthorne’s Champion 
Recitations and Dialogues, 

Handy Andy. Lover. 

Household Poems, 

Heine's Poems. 

Hoods's Poetical Works, 


Highways of Literature, Pryde. 
Homer's Iliad. 

Homer’s Odyssey. 

Hours with the Bible. Gerhze. 


Houston, Sam, Life and Achieve- 
ments. Lester, 
Hoyle's Games. 
Hind’s Disease of the Horse, 
Hugo's Poetical Works. 
Hemans, 
Hard Times. Dickens. 
Hypatia. Avngs/ey. 
I Have Lived and Loved. 
Imitation of Christ. A'’Acmp7s. 
In the Forecastle. .Cleveland. 
Ingelow’s Poetical Works. 
Ivanhoe. Scott. 
ack and Three Jills. F.C. PAilifps. 
ackson, Andrew, Life of. 
Jane Eyre. Bronte. 
ess. Haggard. 
oe Miller’s Jest Book, 
ohn Halifax. Mwnlock. 
<eble’s Christian Year. 
King Arthur, Alu/ock. 
Kidnapped, Stevenson, 
Kit Carson. 
Knowledge of Living Things. Be/?. 
Knickerbocker. /rréng. 
Keat's Poetical Works. 
Kingsley’s Poetical Works. 
King Solomon’s Mines. //aggard. 
Lady Audley's Secret. Braddon, 
Lady Vaiworth's Diamonds. 
Lalla Rookh. Joore. 
Lamb's Essays. 
Land of the Tacnuro: 
Lamplighter, Cummins. 
Language of Flower, 
Last Days of Pompeii. Bulwer. 
Last of the Mohicans, Cooper. 
Life Among the Mormons, 
London by Day and Night. 
Lowell. 
Living or Dead. Conway, 
Little Dorritt. Dickens. 
Longfellow’s Poems, 
Lucille. Altered ith, 
Mary Jane's Memoirs. 
McCaulay’s Essays. . 
Maid, Wife or Widow. M/rs. Alex- 
ander. 
Mason’s Farrier and Cattle Book. 
Marcus Aurelius, Thoughts of. 
Meredith’s Poetical Works. 
Mathias Sandorf. Verne. 
Michael Strogoff. Verne. 
Middlemarch. L£//ot. 
Mosses from an Old Manse, 
Mill on the Floss. £/rot, 
Milton's Poetical Works, 
Mayor of Casterbridge. Hardy. 
Mohawks. Sraddon, 
Molly Bawn, Duchess. 
Mexico and Maximilian. 
Moore’s Poetical Works. 
Mulock’s Poetical Works, 
Munchausen. 
My Husband and I, To/stoz. 
Mysterious Island, Verne, 
Misadventures of John Nicholson. 
New Arabian Nights. Stevenson. 
Not Like Other Girls. Carey. 
Old Curiosity Shop. Dickens. 
Oliver Twist. 
Outdoor Life in Furope, TAwing. 
Once again, Mrs. Forrester. 
Paris with Pen and Pencil, 
Proctor's Poetical Wnrks, 
Prince Otto. Stevenson. 
Paul and Virginia. S?, Pierre. 
Paradise Lost. Milton. 
Peep o’ Day Boys. Banim, 


Hall. 


ihe 








Phillis. Duckess. 
Prince of Argolis. 
Perfect Etiquette, 
Petrarch, 

Picket Line and Camp Fire Stories, 
Pickwick. Dickens, 

Pilgrim’s Progress. Bunyan. 
Plantation Jim. Jfudge. 

Poe Poetical Works. 

Poe's Tales, 

Poets of America, Cheever. 
Pope’s Poetical Works. 


Smith. 


Book of Practical Letter Writer. 


Prairie Boys. A/udzge. 

Pretty Miss Bellew. Theo. Gift. 

Prose Writers of America, 

Ralph Foster. -. S.A. 

Robinson Crusoe. De Foe. 

Rocky Mountain Adventures, 

Romance of a Poor Young Man, 

Romantic Stories from Swiss His 
tory. 

Romola, F//ot. 

Rossetti (Dante) Poems, 

Rory O'Moore. Lover. 

Russian Fairy Tales. 

Sheridan, Life of Gen. P, Hy. 

Sabina Zembra. Back. 

Sanford and Merton. 

Scheherazade. #. Warden. 

Schiller’s Poems, 

Scenes of Clerical Life. FJZfo#. 

Saddle and Sabre. Swart. 

Secret of Her Life. Jenkins. 

Shadow of Sin. Braeme. 

Self Help. Swz7les. 

Scott's Poetical Works. 

Scottish Chiefs. Porter. 

on eare, 

She. Haggard. 

Shelley. nix} 

Sketch Book. Jroving. 

Social Vicissitudes. /. C. PAtllips, 

Southey’s Life of Nelson. 

Stories from American History, 

Silas Marner, £¢/ot. 

Sesame and Lilies, Etc. Ruskin. 

Swiss Family Robinson. 

Strange Adventures of Lucy Smith, 

Tale of Two Cities, Dickens. 

Tasso, 

Tennyson, 

Terrors of the Sea, 

Thaddeus of Warsaw. Sorter. 

The Soldier’s Boy. Afudge, 

The Parisian Detective. 


The Dean and His Daughter, F. 
C. Phrtilips, 

The Golden Hope. JY. Clark 
Russell, 

The Nine of Hearts. Faryeon. 


Vhe Outsider, Aawdley Smart. 

The Meny Men and Other Tales 
and Fables. Stevenson, 

Tangles Unravelled. AyYmbhe?, 

The Frontiersman, A /fmarid. 

The Death of Ivan Huth. 7Zodsto#. 

The Duchess. Duchess. 

Tales from Spanish History. 

The Christmas Stocking. 

Thompson's Poetical Works, 

Thrilling Adentures, 

Tom Brown. //uehes. 

Tour of the World in 80 Days, 

Twenty Thousand Leagues Under 
the Sea. Verve. 

Twice Told Tales. 

Tristam Shandy. Sterne. 

Texar’s Revenge. Verne. 

Uncle Max. Carey. 

Uncommercial Traveler. 

Utopia. Afore. 

Uarda. FEhers. 

Vicar of Wakefield. Cold smith. 

Virginia Housewife, 

Virgil. 

Vathek. Beckford. 

Whittier’s Poems, 

Weem's Life of Franklin, 

Wild Life in Oregon. 

Willis’ Poetical Works. 

Witch's Head. //aggard. 

Wooing of the Water Witch, Doéd- 
dorne. 

Young Adventurer. 

Young Man's Friend. 

Young Folk's Book of Birds, 

Young Folk’s Natural History. 

Wee Wifle. Carey. 

Wooed and Married. 

Widow Bedott Papers. 


Flawthorne. 


Dickens. 


Carey. 
Whitcher, 


BOX 3259, N. Y. CITY, 
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